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2 Brief, and 4 
ip L A I N 1 15 O LO 1 * 
Titten * N 
"= JOHN WHEELWRIGHT: 
2 herein he doth vindicate himſelf, From al thoſe 
2 Errors Hereſies, and Flagitious (rimes, layed to his 
2 charge by Mr, Thomas Weld, in his ſhort ſtory; 
2 And further Faſtened upon kinn : by Mr. Samuel) 
2 Retherford 1 in his Survey of Antinomianiſme. al 
Ihre | Wherein * 
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ree Gr: ace is Maintained in three ropoſt 


5 tions, and Four Theſis 
* Ne 
eee 1. Tbat the Faith of Gods Blet#, whereby they do belzewe 
en Chriſt, i not grounded upon a conditional Promiſe, made to 
N gracioui qitaliſica tion previous to Faith. . 1 
432 FOP...2«..” That the firſt evidence of our. Juſtification, is not any 
© workof. SanFification. . % 
Prop. 4. That an att of Faith, which i, rountted upon gratigics j 
K. previous to nion, an Works: ah ferft evidences, | 
1 a R 
Thel 1. That Aſſurance of et From Works of Sanitifica-S 
tion, i not our Aſſurance of Faith, E 1 | 
®Thel. 2. That Fuftification goes in order beforeour ÞBeleeving- 
Ihe 3. That the Faithof Gods Nlect, whereby they do beleeve on 
Chriſs, z grounded upon a free, ſimple, abſolute promiſe of Grace 
2 ber, * all Promiſes proper and peculiar to the Goſp: , are 
j 227 


2 that 1s feſt in bis own cauſe ſeemeth juſt : but his neig hhor commeth, and Searc 0 
bim, Prov. 18. 17. 


"The path of the juſt is as the 18. * babe, that (binetb more and more unt the een 
— Prov. 4. 18. . 
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that old Maxime of Jeroms be true; In ſuſpicione hæreſeas nolo 
quanquam eſſe patientem, ſucrely there in no reaſon, ] ſhould ſuffer | 


Hat is written againſs me, by Mr. Thomas Weld, and Mr. Samuel 


Fg? herford, without any reply. The Montaniſts, Priſcilianiſts, Gno- 
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"Bw Grace amel, Cc. 5 


H E chlef Cauſe of all my ſufferings in New England ( fo furasT know 
rain Doctrine, wich its Application, which I delivered inthe Church 2. Boſt. 


civintt 
concerning the grounds of a ſpecial Faith, the ſubſtance whereof b 1 
theſe tree following Propoſitions, which I fhall conſim · Fs . 


"PROPOSITION I e 3 | 


That the Faith of Gods Elec, whereby they do beligve on Cale 
grounded atboma conditional ne ade to gacious MG 
previous to Faith. 


1. Firſt, There are no ch acious e beeetesetd spa rate Hould chat 
which is born of the fleſh be TI ric, a man dead in treſpaſſes, and Gns, put forth as obfpirity 
al life , an evil tree bring forth good frult . en enemy to God do his Will, « perſom withou 
union do lotzething, he muſt act graciouſly who hath no formal principles of ſuck " en | 
may à man pleaſe God without Faith, and euatific kimſelfby fin. + 1 1:0) 32 
2. The ſetting up of antecedent gracious qualifications, as ground of our Falch; dee 
oppoſite to the clear revelation of Gods free grace, and the miniſtration of his power in our 
d and u 1 c walks in a — * vay werfe ble Fleck. He cryes down all 
: our. ſelves to raciou 2,04 e glory of his 
15 40. be uts out the light * Gl, No abe Son of 0 0 us 5 
ap ſenfible of ppb: canals of ſin, and miſery, wherein WS ry: 
ace, and m riſtz may appear unto u, (as t iin | 
I 72 „ e | wes bof God, the marvellous grace; &f — | 
in Chriſt, could never gh e -of us In our fiend cally didws ro 
as 1 | 0.2329! 9 Ae Naw 
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bey wid que on their rant upon ani dnary adm ap 
24 Word: Bee e, the Word is a ſed | promiſe nadexo-d 
Work, untd whit dastehen age. wt xD of LAT 


-- Obje&: 1. The Lordlinlees ſuch ur thirh, — ik — blew '3 
prelupp 


_ 2} 3 of Bangelical thirſting, 4x h union, uud g in- 
Se ie; ec ge They 1 lebten b, TE 


Hed u pon fir! | to!believsi bis i! — 
wee bur their Vale ge, which 4+ uſed pe wn 83 
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= - Free Grace maintained againſt Mr. VVeld, late 


BL. LA It ia ncknonledged that ſome Writers thus expreſs themſelves; They kaiſe up theſe - 


ans to a very great height, and aſſert that they are proper to Gods: Hlect, not to be 


found in any reprobate, calling ch oy : 
fer thr the premiſe b calling them the Condition of Faith, and that the Soul thus prepared 


ongs unto, her 3 yet deny chat they ate works of S inctification. I can- 

not ſee but they who afftrm chat they art 1518 ah between Elect, and Reprobates, 
and Arguments that the promiſe belongs unto them, and ver will not have them to flow from 
a farmal principle vf ſaviug Grace, do imply a conttadiction; Whether theſe qualifications, 
Al d:prepartionsfor-Chri be denomitiaced gracious, formally, efficiently, or relatively in 
Ad Ly rue Gr ace, it cannot be ſhewed out of Gods Word, That any promiſe runs thus; If 
you be thus, or thus prepared. far: Chriſt, then he belongs unto you: ye have performed the con- 
dition, and the benefit conditioned is yours : I do acknowledge that the formal object of an 
efficacious Call are Ele& perſons prepare bythe Law, being lick,: loſt, dead ſinners to their 
own apprehenſions, to the end that fin may abound, and grace abound, and that to their ſenſe, 
addfedligg, Rom 5.20:-Bat there ate no preparations wrought either by Law, or Goſpel which 
fo-qualifattic Soul, as a man may condode from thence, That God cals with a purpoſe to ſave. 

Mr. Culverwel in his Treatiſe of Faith, much bewailes the cor dition of ſuch, who build 
their Faith upon the change of their lives, sffirming; That they can never have found, and 
Qedfalk Faich, but zn uncogſian;; and Baggering opinion at che bet... 
1 grounding of . Faictr upon gracious qualifications before union, is much oppugned by 
Mr. chu io his New Covenant, and by Mr. Norton in his Orth. Evenge Surely this is a do- 
diode which hath too much affinity with that of the Jeſuites, and Arminians, who imagine 

at God makes a promiſe, that he will give ſuper-natural Grace to men upon condition they 
wilaſenglheircommon grace. 
390 at 207 r NG 


Farc 1 5 PROPOSITION I. 
Take rſt evidence of our Fuſtiſication, is not any work of Sant iſication. 


367 ba tze ir 27, l 


aM works to be done in Faith, Heb. 11.4. Rom. 14.23 · Heb. 1. 8. We muſt (as 


1 50 


1 {waded, that both our perſonep api our actions are accepted in and through 
10K 


n/bethe cnule of good Works,.there mult be a ground - of this: yee- 
ſwaſion precedent to our Works. Goed Works are the effects of a former evidence: therefore 
nod one (rſi-tyjdences., 7 „ 2 


ta ere Duties are comprebended under this general Precept of Love, | by.which Faith | 
mf, il. 6. ag being either the elicite, od ĩmperate acts of Love: but we cannot truly 


love God, or our neighbor, before we know, and believe the love that God hach to us, 1 Job. 
Aenne. Whaiis righteous ( fach Bern, but he that requiteth the love bf 


Switch love again 7 Which is never dane, except the Holy Ghoſt reveal unto a man h 
Faith, Gods eternal purpole concerning his ſgrure Salvation. Epiſt. 107. If all our acts o 


— 


eva love, flow n of Gods love to us, they canot be procreant cauſes 
of chenſion, nor our firit evidences. ©. 0 |. Ys eee Mb 


W All that the Gaſpel requires of uss is to believe and rep 21 We cangor eyzngelically.re- 
went hefare we 1 meaſure cher Gad is recongiled-ynzo ua in Chriſt, Zach. 18: 10. 
Exe. 16.63. Wherefore it is not our repentance, nor = work of $an 


7 wel he kno bin 
8 earaeſily apply bimſelf 1e Nerentence, unlels he know himſelf 
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of New-Englarnd,; and My. Rutherford, G. 
4. All Works of Sanctification are ſo many acts of gratitude, which hath ever rely 
ſome former known benefit, and eſpecially our Redemption through Chriſt, 1 Cor. 6,20, -'This, 
benefit muſt be known by ſame Argument precedent to our wotks. Therefore. SanRifeuion, 
is not our firſt evidence. #1/inus makes Gratitude the third part of his Catechiim, and placeth, 
it after mans miſery, and freedom through Chriſſ. 44% 
FJ. All good works muſt be done in the name of Chriſt our Mediator, Col. 3. 13. in obedience; 
to God our Father. Then are we to know Chriſt to be our Mediator, and God our Father, 
and ſo by conſequence our juſtification, by ſome Argument antecedaneous to our works. 


6. The appearing of Gods grace which. brings Salvation, and of the. kindneſs and love of, 


God our Saviour, juſtifying of us by his grace is the cauſe of all our good works, Tit. 2, & 3. 
If the appearing of Juſtification and Salvation to the eye of Faith, be the cauſe. of all our an- 
ctiſication, then is not Sanctification our firſt evidence. 3 
7. All good works, from the firſt to the laſt, are to be done without à ſervil fear, Luk, 3, . 
This ſear is never removed, but by a precedent ſight of our deliverance from our ſpiritual ene 
mies: wherefore our Redemption and Juſtification is made known unto us by ſome other 
means, which goes in order beſore all works of Sanctification. 1 tt 
8. To begin to evidence a good eſtate from works, is oppoſite to the method preſcribed by. 
the Apoſtle Peter. He did write to Chriſtians, who knew, and believed. their juſtificacion 5 
for believing they rejoyced in joy unſpeakable, and full of glory, 1 Pet. 1. 3. He exhorts them 
to add unto their Faith, Vertue, &c. 2. Pet. 1. 5. This Faith was exiſtent out of its cauſes, - 
not to be grounded upon works, but only confirmed by them. He doth not ſay, Add unte 
your wor ks faith of aſſurance, but add unto your faith works. Therefore this Faith of aſſurance 
is not founded upon ſanctification, as a firſt evidence. or er {$112 6 af 
9. We have two diſtin witneſſes of our good eſtate, which in order do precede our ſancti a 
fication. 1 Our inward call of the ſpirit. 2 Our act of believing on the Son of God. The 
ſpirits inward call, accompanying the outward, begets this act of Faith, 1 Joh 3. 10. 1 Thefſe 
1.5. This act of Faith brings forth works of Sanctification, Gat.5.6. SanQification-ig in Dr= 
der the laſt of the three witneſſes of a good eſtate, as being the effect of the two former: here- 
fore it is not our firſt evidence Hoc eſt initium ſalutis noſtræ, quod in nobis ſentimus : efficate 
interna vocatio Dei, & fides noſtra aſſentiens. Zanchie De certã ſalute Eccieſia ai * 11159 » 
Mr. Calvin (with other learned and godly Divines, living in that age, wherein che. li 
the Goſpel did abundantly break forth) defined juſtifying Faith, not only: by an itt of dy 
Will, whereby we receive Chriſt, and his benefits, but alſo by an act of the Mind; by which 
we are certainly perſwaded of Gods love to us in Chriſt, and he doth conſtantly- deny ſancti- 
fication to be our farſt evidence; and in his Commentaries upon Peter and John, calls Worbs 
after · prools, Faiths props. Both he, and Z auc lie, do acknowledge ( withallſoundDivipes, 
and the whole Church) that good works gvidence; but with this caution, There muſthem 
former evidence. Mr. calvin thus expreſſeth himſelf, But faraſmuch a8 of the fruita n Rage 
neration the Sgints gather an Argument, of the Holy Ghoſts dwelling in them, theꝝ dt here- 
by not lenderly ſtrengthen 3 to lopł for che help of God in their neceſſities hen 
by expetience, they find him their Father in ſo great a matter. And even this alſoahey eaunot 
do; unleſs ſitſt they have conceived the gaodneſs of God, ſealed with no other afſurednids thats 
that of the promiſe;z, for if they begin to weigh it by good works, nothing ſhall he more un 
certain, or more weak, Inſt. 3. 14. 19. Zanchie doth declare his judgement.in the ame expteſ» 
ſions, Loco 11. De Fuſtificatione. Calum upon this text, 1 Ja. 3. 19. Aud bereby we new 
that we are of the truth, and ſhall alſure our hearts before him: dath thus Comment ; Ber 
autem me mineri mus, non habere nos, ex charitate notitiam quam aicit Joe quaſh in 


Eten ertitn ene um und cognoſcimus nos efſe” flies Del, niſt qui« 
N Idoptionits coral bus noſerds per ſpirit am ſuum obſignai: Bt nos certum ous 
Lax 1 Chriſty oblatum fde ampleffimur. This Is the queſtion here determined by Mr. al- 

, How we come firſt to know that we ure the Children of God, and by the like reaſon 
juſtified ? He denies that it is by any argument taken from our love. How then ? By the in- 
Werd whine of the Spirit, perſwading us of our Adoption. What uſe then are we to owke of 
au l te the Brethren, in point of evidencing * It under props, ( ſaith he) and ſtrengthens 
our perſwaſidh. Theſe are bis words; Eft iyitnr charitas acceſsio, vel adminiculum inferius 
ni farm, non-fundamentum quo nititur. Zanchic upon E pheſ. 5. 1. drows this as an 
| Kifetente from that text; Sciamus ergo & pro fundamento chriſtimæ Pietatis teneamus, hot 
mann printipium, fidem. i. certi}simam per ſwaſſone m de remiſiione peccatorum, ex ſold 
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of New-England, and My. Rutherford, oo. : 
Object. 2. 4 Ffil? argues the Cavſe, as well ar the e auſt doth its ff; Thy may we not 
begin with keeping Gods Commandments, and love tothe Brethren, to evidence a good eftate, 
and make them our firſt evidences ? we can hnow by fruit, that there is a tree upon which it 
did grow; and by ſtreams, that there is a fountain from which tbey did $ow, though we never - 
ſee the tree, or the ſpring- | 3 5 5 
Auw. The tree doth naturally bring forth its fruits, and rhe fountain ſends our its ireame | 
withour any act of ours, whether we ſee them, or not But Juſtification, (which is x gracious 
act of God, acquitting of us from our fins, and accepting us 8s juſt, for the righteouſneſs ſake 
of Chriſt, received by Faith) doth not cauſe us to bring forth works of Righteouſneſs, and 
true holineſs, by a meer Phyſical force, but as apprehended by Faith, which works by love, 
G4. 5.6. The perſwaſion that Mary Magdalene had of the pardon of her many fins, made her 
love much, Luk.7.46. If a tree did not bring forth fruit, nor a fountaih ſend out water, but 
by our looking on them, as the inſtrumental cauſe, ſurely we ſhould lee the tree, ad going be- 
ſore the ſruit, and the ſpring-head before the fireams. Good works are ſuch effects, as are cau- - 
ſed by our apprehenſion of Gods mercy towards us in Chriſt. ' 

| 2 5 No man cm limit God, to what evidence he ſhall fi-ſt bring into the Conſcience of 

4 j uſli ſied eſtate. | . 

I Auf True, yet can God limit himſelf: He can do more by his abſolute power, than he 
doth by that which is sctual. If the Lord wil have all works of ſanctificatien, to be done in 
Faith, ont of love, without a flaviſh fear, as ſo many acts of gratitude, for our Redemption 

_ through Chriſt, they who deny lanctification to be the firſt evidence, do not limit God, but 
are limitted by God. The Goſpel is as immutable in the order, as in the ſubſtance of irs parte, 
being an everlaſting Golpel, Rev. 14.6 5 

Object. 4. Many of Gods Children can evidence to themſelves 4 good eſtate, by their love to 
God, bis children, and commandments, who never were perſwaded of Gods love io them, by any 
x gument taken either from the inward teſtimony of the boly Ghoſt, or their aft, or afts of be= 
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|| 6 Frey Gram mbjntained againft-Mr. VVold; late 

| Penitency, works of Ken tene lied walking, as firſt'eyidences, they may be cqn- 

vinced 2 priori, becauſe they want this cauſe hereof, viz. The apprehenſion oſ Gods merey to- 
wards them in Chtiſt: even as we cut off Bnthuſiaſts, Antinomlans, Familiſts, Libertines, 

who boalt of their full aſſurance, a fofteriort, by reaſon they have not the effects, penlteney, 

works of lanctification, and ſtrict walking, - The middle way is the Goſpel way, to wit, from 

the appearing of Gods grace, to our awn ſouls in particular, to deny ungodlinels, and wordly 


: 


laſts, to live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly, in this preſent world. 


PROPOSITION 111, OY 
That an att of Faith, which is grounded upon gracious Qualifications, 
Previous to Union, and Works as firſt evidences, is legal. . © 


dthat de jure) though they go under the name of works 
of ſanctifitation: yet are they indeed works of. the law, becauſe they do not procced from 
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0 fNew-E ngland, and My Rutherford, ec. 


Sceribes, 5. &c. 1 
ſecution againſt you, for this truth, contend earneſtly for it, in a way of patient ſuffering, by 
the ſword of the ſpirit, the word of God. The Doctrine contained in theſe three Propofiti- 
ons, and this or he like general huporherical application, was the'cauſe of my deep ſuffer ings. 
It ſeems that you (Bro ler eld) with ſome others; ho proſecuted againſt me, did build 
the Faith upon gracionb qualifications precedent to union, and works as firſt evidences, I cen- 
ſure this Doctrine of yours to be legal, as aforefaid: ani hereupon you are filled with indigna- 
tion, caſt me out as the filth of the world, and off- ſcouring of al things, make me a ſpeckocle 
to the world, and to Angels, and to men, which you effect by thele means. 

Abaut two months after the Preaching of my Sermon, before ever. I was dealt wthal in a 


brotherly way, I am ſent for to the Court, to anſwer for what I had delivered; where have 
the trug cauſe oi my ſufferings ſuppreſſed, and put out 'of fight, and a feigned cauſe cloſely, nd 


ſecretiy brought in. 
Certain op my Brethren, the Reverend Elders, had a great hand in this myſterious buſineſs 3 
for whilſt my cauſe was depending, long before my beniſhment, an Acculation Was ſecretly 
drawn up againſt me in writing, put into the Court; thus inſcribed : - : 
The Grounds ind Reaſors of the Diſſent of the Eidters of the Churches, from (ini things 


delivered by Mr. VVhelewtight upon the Faſt-day, which they do bert preſent to the” 


Honored Court, and the Churches of Chriſt planted amongſt us, to be conſidered af; de- 
feri fring Grace, T ruth, and Peace, from God tht Father, and the Lod Jeſus cbriſt. 
In this Aecuſation, I am charged to have delivered thele Four Points: 
J. That Faith, and Repentance, ure no parts of the Doftrme of the Goſpel. 
11. That to e viene Jalligcution by Santlification, is a covenant of mor. 


. That they who ſee in themſelves ary SantHifleation, and theure conclude «yard eres 1 


hall never be ſaved. © 

IP. They who held not according to this Doctrine, are amitbrifs, cneniet to brit, and un · 
der a coveuant of Works. 

* VVhether my i the Elders dealt regiilarly, and ly vit me, either for the Mane 
ner. « or Matter of this' Necuſ fon, I mal now maki it app. 
As for the Mam wo er nn ppch infiftuponic;' burtherruthi is, Thbj dcauleineroche; 
Court ſecretly.” © 11 i 1 their Chetge, after many bitter invettives; ranking me a 
mongſt the i rene of Satan; acted by bim, to pul down the Kingdom of Chriſt upon 
eatth, bene bey do it in heaven, Nc. Itiis pretended by them, That they do nor 


write o much to aggravare my fault in the eye of Authority, as to convince me in my Con 
ſcience p 20g to bring me to Repentance: yet al this while they conceal it from me, neither 
did To ome i der b a ber re or leis, by their means; or by the Court, 
but . ane Y Pfletid, one of the Ma raves, didpfocure a copy 16 berranſcrived (es, 
ctet! Fa inal e, an aid Jen it unto me. : ici 21 

or the a of thetr'; ccuſttion, 1 al exataine the grounds of che fed branches af 
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8 Free Grace maintained againſt Mr. VVeld, late 
- |f rhlng revesled bur: Chriſt, I exclude qualifications, from that promiſe, whereia Cheil iu re- 
f - vealed, offered, given to be believed on, and make it N How ſhould I deny Faith to 
be pert of the Goſpel, in chat diſcourſe, in which my chief ſcope was, to put a difference be · 
teen a legal, and evangelical Faith? The two Depurys Teſtimony, concerning. ſame expreſ(> 
tons which I uſed in a Sermon at che Mount, did nor agree, mages tothe purpoſe. If 
Lhad ſpoken ſomerbing then, from which ſuch a concluſion woul follow, (which I never did) 
||} can you neceflarily conclude from thence, That I delivered the ſame in my Sermon at the Faſt, 
. as you accuſe me? As for this Article of your Charge, there is not to be found in my whole 
* on, a ſyllable ſounding that way, xe Cy quidem. To my belt remembrance, al that I have 
. ker taught, written at any time concerning Faith, and Repentance, from which you might 
3 — to dra ſucli a gxoundleſs inference, was this fox ſubſtance: 
4 1. That Faith, and Repentance are law. i e. our inherent conformity, ta che law of the Goſ- 
pel, 3 oppoſition to the righteouſneſs of the Promiſe, which is Chrifts righteouſneſs, and that 
oni in point of juſtification. I uſſerted herein no more bur this, That Faith and Repentance, 
15 RE 3 which we are acquicted, befoce God a it is alone, the righteouſne(s G 
Mt $ by Fai | | 
ea. THdzabele condicional Promiſes, - belive, ax be ſaved 3. \ repent, and he ſaved ;_ ate 


7 ; not proper) und peculiar to the Goſpel, 8s conditional, but cammon to the law with the Goſ- 


| ditional : in the covenant of Grace, with relation to Gods Elect, the Promiſes ate eit 


ll chough not in reſpe& of their matter, yet in regard of their conditional form, to difference | 
them from abſolur promiſes, peculiar to the Goſpel, both for matter, and form. 

3. Thoſe conditional Promiſes being made the whole intire ſpel, by an excluſion of 

al blue Promiſes, without uny relation unto them, e ac e 5 Sa of *. ſor form. 

A meer conditional covenant is a legal covenant. This is eng * the 


| * |. covetiarie of Warks, and Grece. In the covenpor of Works al. 18 Promiſe are megal LK. 


ſolutt, or conditions abſolutely promiſed. Will it follow from thele princi 
orgy the e of Faith, and Repentance to be part of the doctrine of 5 80 or the 
fFaich, ene 0 1 Thould. Thi his is a 
undamencal Errour of the Antinomians, who confounding Jullihcat ion, ph 2 
inzgzine abb Ouriſt did as mel petform ſor us, eee Wl 
ring; ths beticving for us. All my conflanc heaters can 
Pregchbd; Repentance towards God, and Faith in our ci bene 
comiinional Promiſesto:bepirt of the Goſpel, but I deny 
books gen am called) exhvx al men, not o 
rt 
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of New-England, and Mr. Rutherford, c. 9 
any Sanftification, and thence conclude a good eſtate, ſh ill never be ſaved. This concluſion 
is inferred by you from the former Paſſages, in none of which I denyed the evidencing of erue 
Sanctification, but of ſuppoſed SanRitication, as gracious Qualifications before Union, and 
Works made firſt evidences. You reaſon ſtil from that which is ſpoken in ſome reſpect, to that 
which is ſpoken abſolutely. You cut off, part of theſe deſective Notes, and give ſuch a ſenſe, 
as the words ſeem to catry conſidered by themſelves, without any Relation to tha: which goes 
before, or follows. You diſ-member, wreſt, torture, by putting upon the rack, ſome broken 
Notes of an extemporary Sermon, and make them ſpeak what you think good againſt the 
Preacher: and where they are altogether filent, and ſpeak not one woid, you put in words of 
your own, wbich makes for your purpoſe. Let ſuch dealings paſs ſor current, what Sermon can 
be Preachcd by any Miniſter of the Goſpel, which ye may not arraign, accuſe, condemne, 
baniſh, as guilty of Hereſie, contempt of Authority, Sedition, and what not? No man can 
ſay with a good Conſcience, That I did at any time, in publick, or private, in Old England, or 
in Nen, deny true Sanctification to be a good evidence. I look ar Works of Sanctification, 
to be no dubious, nor litigious evidence, but demonſtrative, and infallible, without which the 
imagined ſpirits witneſs is deluſory, and al ſuppoſed Faith is vain. The $anGification which 
I denyed to be any good evidence, are certain effects of the ſpitit of bondage, and works of 
the law; and I taught, That an act of Faith founded upon them, is not ſaving, and according 
to the Goſpel, but legal, againſt them, who never knew their inward call, or hear, and learn of 
the Father, and ſo by Faith come unto Chriſt. The inward wirneſs of the Spirit, in a ſimple 


promiſe of grace, is not immediately, and in it (elf diſcerned by them, but by their legal Re- 


formation, going under the name of ſanctification. 


Theſe are my apprehenſions concerning our evidencing a good eſtate. The immediate 
foundation of that act of Faith, by which we are perſwaded, That Chriſt and his benefits is 
ours, and by which we do receive him, is the free, ſimple, abſolute promiſe of grace, applied 
by the ſpirit in our effectual call, which is called throughout the Goſpel, by way of excellency, 
the promiſe, and therefore al Gods children are called i xv 7hs £mryſeatas, the children of 
| thepromiſe, Rom. 9 8. This Promiſe indeed is indefinite, yer is ic determined io every Elect 
perſon, in his efficacious call. The indefinite Promiſe, with a cammandment to believe, and 
make it particular, comes not in word only, but alſo in, Power, and in the holy Ghoſt, from 
whence he can thus conclude; I am perſwaded to believe by Chriſt, not only outwardly in bis 
words, but inwardly by his Spirit in my heart, that the promiſe, and Chriſt promiſed belongs 
unto me: therefore Chriſt with al his benefits is mine. The medium of the particular Appli- 
cation, of the general Promile, is the inward witneſs of the ſpirit of Adoption, who, (as Mr. 

Perkins ſaith, in his Sermon, entituled, Chriſt the true and perfect gain) beateth witneſs to our 
conſciences, of ſuch things as God hath given us in particular, and are only in general man- 
ner, propounded in the Promiſe. The Apoſtle Paul grounded his Faith upou this ſimple pro- 
mile. The indefinite runs thus; Chriſt loved the world, and gave bimſeif for the world. 
Chriſt came into the world to ſave finners. Paul applies it, and makes it particular, ( accor- 
ding to Chriſts command) for thus he expreſleth himſelf , He loved me, and gave himſelf for 
me, Gal. 2. 20. Chriſt Jeſus came into the world to ſave finners, of which I am chief, 1 Tim. 
in 5. How came Paul to make this application? Becauſe he was perſwaded thereunto, not 
omy outwardly in the word, but inwardly by the ſpirit in his heart, 1 Cor. 10 12. The A- 
poſtle John ſaith, That be that believeth on the Son of God, hath the wilneß in himſelf, 1 Joh. 
5. 10. Believing on the Son of God, is the effect; the witneſs in himſelf the cauſe. Mr. Calvin 
thus expounds it; Non dicit Deum extra loqui, ſed unumquemq ue fidelem intus is ſeipſo 
ſentire, fidei ſue authorem. If it be an > That our firſt act of Faith, cannot be à per- 
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to Free Grace maintained againſt Mr. VVeld, late 
waſion that Chriſt is ours, becauſe he is not ours antecedently to our act of believing, that 
ſeems to me eaſily to be anſwered Chriſt unites himſelf unto us by his Spirit, in our effectu- 
al call, infuſing the ſeed of Faith, and al other ſaving graces, # in #4, novo modo operandi, 
gives us a new beart, and puts his ſpirit within us, Exek. 36. 26, 27, Chriſt is ours by a paſ- 
five Reception, antecedently, in order, to our act of believing. Chriſt unites himſelf unte 
us by his ſpirit, before we joyn our ſelves to him by an act of believing, Phil. 7. 12. Faith 
being thus founded, upon the free ſimple promiſe of grace, applied by the ſpirit of promiſe, 
is confirmed divers wayes. | 2 
1. Firſt by works of Sanctification, the immediate proper effects thereof. For though the 
habit of Faith, be not the cauſe of the habits of other Chriſtian vertues: yer is the act of faith, 
the ſpirits inſtrument, to produce al acts of ſanctity, as being apprehenſive of Gods grace, 
merey, love in Chriſt, and other motives, and perſwaſives, to induce to good works, receiv- 
ing ſtrength from Chriſt, enabling us to perform them. So that true faith works by love, 
which love, with other Chriſtian vertues, wherein we do reſemble Chriſt, to whom we are uni- 
ted, are unto us a ſeal of that fellowſhip we have with him, according to that of the Apoſtle, 
In whom after ye believed, ye were ſealed with the boly ſpirit of Promiſe, Ephel. 1. 13. The 
ſpirit in ſealing of us, imprints in ſome meaſure, the very image of Chriſt upon us, conſiſting 
in righteouſnels, and true holineſs, being not only holy in his effence, and nature, but in re- 
gard of his gracious effects in us. All theſo works of Sanctification, are ſo many arguments of 
the truth of our Faith, x John 2. 3. & 3. 14. They are diſtinguiſfung marks, and put a ma- 
niſeſt difference between the children of God, and the children of the Devil, 1 dh 3. 10. 
They who do not know God to be their God, as wel by putting his law in their inward parts, 
and writing it in theit hearts, as by forgving their iniquities, were never truly taught of God, 
Fer. 3 1. 33, 34. This is one end of the ſpirits giving, that holy ſpirit, that _= of ſancti- 
cation, not only to work ſan&tification, but to teach us to know it, amongſt other things, 
which are freely given us of God, 1 Cor. 2. 12. This hath been practiled by Fob, David, 
Hex/hiah, Paul, and the whole Church of the Ele&, believers, and faints, from time, to time, 
in al generations, who, after that they had built their Faith upon Chriſt, revealed, offered, gi- 
2 free promiſe, did under - prop, confirm, ſtrengthen the ſame, by works of ſancti- 
cation. | | Th 
2. Secondly by the immediate teſtimony of the holy Gboſt, There is an inward teſtimony - 
of the ſpirit, common to al true Chriſtians, Rom 8. 16. which, I take, to be an act of the (pi- 
rit, applying the Goſpel with ſuch power, as we perceive it is the ſpirit who ſpeaks, and it be 
gets in us an aſſured Faith, 1 Thef.1.5. This is immediate, in, and by the word of grace: 
for of his own wil begat he us, with the word of truth, Fames 1. 10. The immediate teſtimo- 
ny is, (I conceive) an act of the ſpirir, by which he doth diQate, and ſtrongly ſuggeſt, with 
a ſoul-raviſhing inward voyce, to a believing, penitent, humble, over-coming Saint, thac 
he is the child of God, his fins are forgiven, or the like, being compared to hidden Manna, a 
white ſtone, a new name, Rev.2.17- which doth exceedingly confirm Faith, and it is not 
(1 luppole ) the portion of every good Chriſtian, bat a ſpecial benefit given by God, who is. 
a moſt free agent; before, in, or after ſufferings for the name-ſake of Chiiſt, or ſome ſpecial 
ſervice done unto him, as God ſees meer. Sundry of our learned, godly, orthodox Divines 
do acknowledge ſuch a teſtimony, as Dr. Preſton, Mr. Bolton, Mr. Stan, with others: and 
divers of the Martyrs had experience thereof, as (I doubt not) many Chriſtians have ar this 
day. This is part of the Comforters office, Caupwiiosr, that which is taught in the Word, 
ke ſhal bring to remembrance, Fob# 14.26. The ſpirit of truth, never revealeth any thing in 
this kind immediately . for the confirmation of Faith, which is not revzaled, in che * ; 
EE ee e eo erode omn truth 
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truth. He hall not ſpeak of bimſelf ( ſaith Chriſt ) he ſhall rake of mine, and ſhew it unto 
yok, Joh. 16.13, 14. This immediate Teſtimony differs not from that which is mediate by 
the Word, in the thing teſtified, but in the manner of teſtiſying, and ſtabliſheth the Soul, by 
making a deeper impreſſion, filling it with joy, and with the holy Ghoſt. | | 
3. By ſpiritual ſenſe, and experience: There is in Gods Children, not only & 

and ici, but 4731985, Phil. 1 9. By reaſon of uſe, they have their ſenſes exerciſed, Heb.5.14, 
and that by divine objects. 5 

1. They are many times made very ſenſible of the grace, mercy, and love of God unto them 
in Chriſt. The love of God is ſhed abroad in their hearts, by the holy Ghoſt which is given 
unto them, Rom. 5. 5. The Lord doth again and again lift upon them the light of his counte- 
nance, and in the light of his favour, they ſee the light of all felicity, P/al. 36 9. Chriſt doth 
manifeſt himſelf unto them in the Spirit, Joh. 14. 21. They hear, ſee, look upon, and handle 
the word of life, 1 Joh. 1. 1. They taſte, and ſee that the Lord is good. 

2. They have frequently, and for the moſt part, as of ſin, ſo likewiſe of the werk of Gods 
grace in them, ſenſe and experience. The wind of the Spirit blows into the gardens of their 
Souls, and the ſpices of ſaving graces, with a fragrant ſmell flow out, Cant. 4. 16. The Sun of 


Righteouſneſs ſhines into the hearts of Beleevers, acts upon the ſaving graces of his own ſpirit, 


excites, and ftirs them up, from whence a ſweet ſcent goes out, as from ſome coſtly perfumed 
Oyntment. When Faith, love, joy, godly ſorrow for fin, humility, patience, with other ſa- 
ving graces, are vigourouſly acted, it exceedingly affe&s the Saints, who are very ſenſible of it. 
The Virgins love Chriſt, not only for the ſavour of the oyntment of his own Righteouſneſs, 
which they perceive, and receive by faith, but even of cheſe good oyntments powred into them, 
Cant. 1. The Spouſe in the Canticles, David, Paul, with others, do largely expreſs the great 
ſenſe, and feeling they had, of the gifts of Gods Spirit in them, accompanying ſalvation, as an 
Argument of that fellowſhip which they had wich Chriſt. 
3. Beleevers have an experimental knowledge of the gracious Wotks of Gods Providence 
abcut them, which doth likewiſe confirm their Faith. So had David, 1 Sam. 27. 37. $o had 
Paul, 2 Tim. 4. 17, 18 For though there be no marks ſet upon the outward acts of Gods 
Providence, whereby they may be diſcerned, ro proceed from Gods eternal, and fatherly love, 
yet do the children of God behold them, in, and through the covenant ot G ace, as teſtimonies 
of Gods favour, and feel them to be ſuch, by their gracious effects, knowing by experience, that 
chaſtiſements, and corrections for fin are for their good, Pſal. 119. 71. So that the long ex- 


perience which we have of Gods grace upon us, his work of grace in us, the gracious works of 


his providence abour us, is a ſpecial means to ſtrengthen our faith. | 

This, (for the ſubſtance ) is all that J have ever Taught, or held forth concerning eviden- 
cing a good eſtate. I am not for the ſole witneſſing of the Spirit, with Enthuſiaſts, nor of 
Faith alone, with Solifidians,nor of works in the firſt place,with you? but of al theſe Three in 
one, and that in the Apoſtles order, 1 Foh. 5. The Spirits inward effe Qive teſtimony of Gods 
grace towards us in Chriſt, in giving him unto us, in the free ſimple promiſe, with a com- 
mand to beleeve, begets faith, faith produceth works of ſanQifcarion, ſanctification con- 
firms faith. Promiſes are ſo many Declarations of Gods good Will towards us, and it is the 
ſpirits office to apply them. I do humbly conceive, That when the Spitit of Promiſe applyes 


the abſolute Promiſe of Grace, that by way of excellency, is called The ſpirits witneſs ; other= 


wiſe Ido not ſee, how the ſpirits witneſs ſhould be a diftin& witnets from water, and blood: 
If the conditional Promiſe made to beleeving be applied, that is the witneſs of blood; ler the 
conditional Promiſe made to ſanRification, have its application, chat is the witneſs of water: 


He who hath one of theſe three witneſſes, _ them all in ſome degree; and fie that wants 
2 ones 
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12 Free Grace maintained againſt Mr. VVeld, late 
one, wants them all: for all theſe three are brought in by Chriſt, when he comes into our 
hearts, in our effectual call, as witneſſes of his gracious preſence. So that a Chriſtian can rea- 
ſon thus; I have the ſpirits witneſs, I am a beleever, I am a Saint; therefore Chriſt dwells 
in me, and Tin him. This is the ſum of all concerning Evidencing 3 That act of Faith by 
which we beleeve that Ch:iſt; and his Righteouſneſs is given to us, and we receive him, is be- 
gotten by the inward teſtimony of the ſpirit, in an abſolute promiſe, confirmed by works of 
ſanctification, the immediate teſtimony of the holy Ghoſt, ſpiritual ſenſe, and experience. Be- 
cauſe I would not acknowledge your works to be good Evidences, which you will needs have to 
appear, before Gods Grace, or Faith appear, you are highly diſpleaſed, and labour to make 
the Court, Churches, and all the world beleeve, that I taught, That ſanctification is no good 
Evidence, and if a man conclude a good eſtate from ſanQification, which he ſees in himſelf, 
he ſhall never be ſaved. t | 
4. The Fourth Errour which you charge me to have delivered is; That they who hold not 
according to this Doctrine, are Antichriſtians, enemies to Chriſt, and under a Covenant of 
Works. i 
It by this Doctrine you had meant, That Doctrine which indeed I taught, owned by me in 
my firſt Three Propoſitions, you had done me wrong. I did never expreſly, nor implicitly 
affirm; That they who were not of my judgement, about the grounds of a (pecial Faith, or 
order of evidencing, were under a covenant of Works; I was not ſo cenſorious. I doubt nor 
but many ef your judgment, who are truly gracious, having an internal principle of true faith, 
byaſſing their ſpirits another way, than they diſcern. The perſons ſo judged by me, were ſuch 
as walked, and only walked according to that judgement which I condemned, not only Theo- 
retically, but Practically. But ſeeing by this Doctrine you underſtand, that Heretical, Blaf- 
phemous Doctrine, contained in the three former parts of your Acculation, which you have 
fathered upon me fallaciouſly, without any juſt cauſe, it is a double injury, and chis member 
of your charge, muſt needs vaniſh away, with the reſt of your deviſed calumnies, putting a co:= 
rupt ſenſe, upon certain expreſſions, in the Notes of my Sermon, contrary to all rules of inter- 
pretation, divine, and humane. | 
This ground-work being thus ſecret]y laid, in the concluſion, I am cenſured by the major- 
part of the Court, to-banjſhment, as guilty of thoſe two crimes, Contempt of Authority, and 
Sedition. That I was juſtly condemned, and cenſured by the court, is that which you, in your 
ſhort flory, endeavour to prove, but by what evidence of reaſon, and force of arguments, falls 
now into conſideration, to be examined, and diſcuſſed. | = 
1. Firſt, You go about to prove that I was guilty of Contempt of Authority, becauſe ( ſay 
you) L did not ſtudy Truth, and Peace, which Authority required. Contempt is an act of the 
mind, whereby we little, or not at all regard a thing: Contempt of Authority is when a man 
doth willingly refuſe. to ſubmit to the promulgated juſt Laws, or lawful known commands of 
Magiſtrates, as ſuch, and hereupon proceeds.to do ſomething contrary to thoſe laws and com- 
mands. Iknow'no law, or command prohibiting me to Preach what I delivered: Neither do 
I ſee, how any ſuch law could be juſt : and ir will be a difficult thing for you to prove, That I 
acted from obRinacy of Will, and ſuch a-defe&-of the Mind. I have already proved the truth 
of my Doctrine, and that I endeavoared to bring my Heaters to conſent to that Doctrine, 
cannot be denied 3, ſo that herein I ſtudied truth, and peace. Peradventure ſome Magiſtrates, 
and Elders, intended that I ſhould not Preach againſt gracious qualifications before union, nd 
the ficſt evidencing of Works, but rather to have cryed down the contrary Doctrine, a; Anti- 
nomianiſme, and Familiſm : and becauſe I did not Preach. according to rheir Minds, this is 
laoked at as contempt of Authoritv. If to preach true Doctrine, and unite men in the truth, 
5 1 Mag regen. 
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of New-England, aud Mr. Rutherford, G. 13 
contraty to the intent of ſome Magiſtrates, and Elders, be contempt of Authority, ſurely the 
Prophets, Chriſt, and his Apoſtles were notorious delinquents, and guilty of this crime. You 
ſpeak cf other contemptuous carriages, but inſtance in no particulars. I came one day tardy 
to the Court, of which you tell all the world, but that was from miſ-information, not out of 
any contempr. I uſed ſome expreſſions of an acquitting glorying conſcience, when I ſuffered: 
ſuch ſhame in your Aſſemblies, and did diſpiſe that ſhame, and ſo did he who was free enough 
from contempt of Authority, endure the Croſs, deſpiſing the ſhame. 

2. In the ſecond place you undertake to make it good, That I was guilty of Sedition,by theſe 
Arguments: ; : 

x. Firſt ( ſay you) I inflamed the minds of men one againſt another, cauſed diviſions, made 
breaches. All this was accidental. The word of God is a fire, a (word, and hammer to inflame, 
divide, break in pieces. If ſimply to make diviſions were Sedition, it would more ſtrongly 
conclude againſt Chriſt than Barrabas. Your Arguments taken from Ethnick partial deſcripti- 
ons of Sedition, are of no force againſt Chriſtians. Sedition is a dividing civil Societies, as 
they are combin'd together, in an unity of juſtice, and common utility. My Diviſion was not 
Civil, but Spiritual. I did not go about to divide in that which was juſt, and profitable, but 
in that Errour of gracious Qualifications before Union, and Works firſt Evidencing. Paul 
was accuſed by Tertxl us the Orator, for a peſtilent fellow, and a mover of Sedition, upon the 
like ground. | 

= Secondly: Yau Object, That I laid moſt of the Magiſtrates, and Elders, under a Cove- 
nant of works. To lay men under a covenant of Works ſimply in it ſelf, is not any tranſ- 
greſſion Political, Moral, or Evangelical. The Syllogiſme which concluded the Elders under 


that covenant, was this; They who walk in that way deſcribed by me to be a Covenant of | 


Works, are under that Covenant. But the Elders Walk in that way deſcribed by me, to be a co- 
wenant of orks. Therefore the Elders are under that Covenant. Upon much queſtioning in 
the Court, the major was made by me; upon a queſtion put by the Court to the Elders, the 
minor was brought into Court, in writing, by them. The Concluſton was made by the Court. 
My Propoſition was conditional, or equipollent therernto, and conditienalis prepoßlio nihil ponit 
in eſſe, ſeu nibil certe affirmat. The Elders aſſumption made it abſolute. The Argument by 
which I deſcribed a man under a covenant of Works, were the internal motions of his ſpirit, 
known only to God, and his own conſcience, and the Argument ſub una, & utraque, is not 

à pari. In a word, I did not ſo much as in my thoughts, conclude the Magiſtrates, and Elders, 
or any one of them, or any other perſon, abſolutely to be under that covenant. This conclu- 
fion, The Magiſtrate, and Elders are under a covenant of Works, cannot be deduced from any. 
thing delivered by me, without the Elders Aſſumption, in which J had no hand. This was the 
Courts frequent, and main Objection againſt me, That I laid them, and the Elders under a 
Covenant of Works. I deſired to know of them in what line, or page, proteiting that I neither 
expreſfed, nor intended any ſuch thing. Far be it from me to take Gods Office our of his 
hand, who is the ſearcher of the heart, and the tryer of the reins of all men. If the Elders Al- 
ſumption, and the Courts Concluſion be removed, there remains nothing for me to ſuffer fox 
but only my Propoſition, which ( it ſeems ) did pungere, and cut deep. If it cannot be pro- 
ved out of my Sermon, that I ſaid, the Magiſtrates, Elders, and molt of the Country, were 
under a Covenant of Works, &c. Iam innocent. 

3. Thirdly, You Reaſon from the Seditious Effects of my Sermon. I do not know any fol- 
low ing Seditious practiſes ; But if there were any ſuch, they are nor to be called Effects, but 
Events. That is put for a cauſe, which is no cauſe I do not ſee any innate force in my Ser- 
mon, to produce any Effects, but theſe; 1. To draw the Hearers from your Tenants about 
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14 Free Grace maintained againſt Mr. V Veld, late 

* Faiths grounds, both in judgement, and praQiſe. 2. To Unite them in that judgement, and 
praQiſe, which I apprehended to be evangelical. _ 3. To contend by Arguments, and ſufferings 
with ſuch as did profeſs themſelves to be legal, perſecuring them for the Truth herein, in caſe 
any ſuch ſhould ariſe, Might not all this have been done without Sedzzon ? Tertullian re- 
ports, That the Gentiles uſed to fall upon Chriſtians in time of publick C alamity. If Tiber 
and Nilus did not over-flow, if the heavens reſtrained their influence, if there were Earth- 

qunkes, Wars, Famine, Peſtilence, as the cauſe of all thoſe evils, whenas indeed the cauſe was in 
themſelves. 

4. Jou make a great matter of certain typical, & allegorical expreſſions, w** I uſed to ſet forth 
our ſpiritual combate, taken from bodily fightings, wen you would have to be underſtood in their 
literal, & proper ſenſe, as if T ſhould ſtir up to a bodily fight. You confeſs that I did otherwiſe 
expreſs my meaning, & why wil not you take my meaning as Ldid expreſs it > Why might not 
I uſe ſcripture expreſſions in a ſcripture ſenſe ? To cut off all your Arguments at once; all this 
while you diſpute ex non coxceſſis. You have grounded the Courts ſentence, Cenſure, & all your 
reaſons to maintain the juſtice of the Court, upon the matter contained in that ſecret Aecuſa- 
tion before mentioned, which did never ſhew its face openly, but aRed in tenebris, Brother 
Weld, you would have your Hearers to take it for granted, That I delivered that which you char- 

ed jp me In your Accuſstion, to which you relate all your defence of the Courts juſtice. 

ou lay this as a ground-work, as will appear by ſundry paſſages in that which you call a ſhort 
ſtory, but eſpecially in your Preface to it. Theſe are your words; Now you might bear one of 
them Preath a moſt dangerous Sermon in a great Aſſembly, when he divided the whole Country 
Into two rancks,[ome (that were of bis opinion) under a Covenant of Grace; & thoſe were friends 
to Cbriſt :- Others, under a Covenant of Works, whom they might know by thus, if they did evi- 
dence their good eſtate by ſanctification: Theſe were ( ſaid he) Enemies to Chriſt, Herods, Pi- 
lates, Scribes, Phariſees, yea, Antichriſts. 1 confeſs, if this were true, I had deſervedly ſuffered. 
But I pray you Mr. weld, let me come a little cloſer unto you: With what goed conſcience can 

ou report theſe things? Firſt, That which you relate is not contained in the Notes of m 
b » which I ſuppoſe, are upon record in the Court of the M aſſachuſets in New England, 
neither immediately, nor in their principles. Secondly, Alter your Accuſation before mentio- 
ned came to my hands, I ſent an Anſwer to you Elders, which you received, ſhewing my (elf 
much grieved with that your clandeſtine, unparalled practiſe, diſclaiming theſe Errours which 
you charged upon me, as erronious, and wicked, ſhewing that you had no ground to father them 
upon me. Thirdly, I was queſtioned in the Court about thele particulars, Firſt, They asked 
me, Whether Faith, and Repentance were any Conditions of the Goſpel ? 1 Anſwered, They 
were Conditions conſequent, but not antecedent  thar is, they followed Chriſts giving of him- 
ſelf unto us in a free promiſe, but went not before. Secondly, They demanded of me, whether 
Sanctißc ation was any Evidence of a good Eſtate ? Yes; ( ſaid 1) it is a ſecondary evidence, 
bur not the firſt. + Thirdly, The Court put this Queſtion to me, hom I meant of by thoſe un- 
der a Covenant of works? To which I Replyed, I intend it of none abſolutely, but conditio- 
nally, if they walk in that way which I deſcribe to be legal. I did openly in the Court, and I 

doubt not, in your hearing, plainly expreſs my ſenſe, and meaning. Fourthly, Reverend Mr. 

cotton, who conſtantly in the Court ſtood by me, & with me, in a ſpeech which he made, bears 
this witneſs to the Doctrine I taught, I do conceive, and profeſs, That our Brother Whele- 
wrights Doctrine is according to God, in the Points controverted, and mholly, and altogether, 
and nothing did I bear alleaged againſt the Doctrine, proved by the Wo;d of God. Would that 
learned, judicious, holy man of God give ſuch teſtimony to that Doctrine, delivered by me, or 
would you have ſuffered it in him, if it had been according to your Report? Certainly 15 

wou 
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would have abhorred it, and born as much witneſs againſt it as you. Miſerable is that eauſe 


uhich cannot be juſtified, without ſuch feigned Accuſations, againſt ſo much light. Will theſe 


their Fictions juſtifie the Courts acts? To ſer a fairer colour upon your cauſe, and make it 
more probable that I was juſtly condemned, and cenſured by the Court, you do in your fhort 
ſtory rake this coutſe: : 

1. Firſt, You put upon me many odious, and reproachful Names: I am tiled by you an 
Antinomian, Familiſt, Libertine, Seducer; My conſcience bears me witneſs, That I do not 
hold (ſo far as 1 gt any opinion of Sectaries, as ſuch, nor any Doctrine condemned in any 
approved Council, or Synod, but ſuch as is maintained by ſome Orthodox Divines, not diſ- 
conſonant from the Harmony of Churches Confeſſions, though 1 do not build my Faith upon 
the Dictates of men, but only upon the written Word of God. I am not (through Gods in- 
finite mercy) an Antinomian, Familiſt, Libertine, or any other SeQary, but a Chriſtian, I 
do (with Mr.Calvin) prefer the Papiſts before them: Mr. eld would drown me in that Pit of 


Hereſies which was privily digged for me. 


The Points of Doctrine which I held, wherein ! did really differ from my Reverend Bre- 
thren, in matters of greateſt concernment, were ( ſo far as I know) only theſe Five following 
Poſitions : | 


1. That to conclude that Chrift belongs unto us from Qualifications precedent to union is 
legal, and no concluſion of Faith. : 2s 

2. That to conclude a good eftate from Works, as firſt evidences of our union, is legal, and 
no conclufion of Faith. : — 

3. That the Faith of Gods EleFt by which they do believe on Chriſt, is grounded upon an 
abſolute promiſe of grace: | : : 5 

4. That the Ef evidence of Gods grace and mercy in giving of us Chriſt, is the inward 
witneſs of the Ihirit, in an abſolute promiſe of Grace. | 

5. That in our paßt ive converſion, we are juſtified by a paßive reception of Chriſt, prece- 

dently (in order of nature) to our act of beleeving. 

If I may jaſtly be branded for an Antinomian, Libertine, Familiſt, Seducer, by reafon of 
the Aſſertions, or ſuch as are dependent upon them, I cannet juſtific my ſelf : yer let me be con- 
vinced that they, or any of them, are erroniaus, I ſhal by Gods grace retraQ, Exxare poſſum 
Heretic eſſe nols. | : 

2. Secondly, You would make your Reader beleeve, page 25. That in the Synod T diſputed, 
and maintained theſe Points contained in your Charge, which you call the ground- work of my 
imagined Sedition. You know very well, Brother weld, that long before the Synod in my An- 
ſwer to the Elders, I diſowned them as wicked Errours ſhewing that they were your groundleſs 
Inferences, and is it likely I ſhould defend them in the Synod ?- There was no ſuch matter. 


The Poſitions which I brought Into the Synod, (to my beſt knowledge) were theſe enſuing, 
which I ſhall explicate, and confirm. | | 
| THESIS, I. 


| That Aſurance of Juſtiſication from Works of Sancti ſication, is not: | 
our Aſſierance of Faitib. 


Aſſurance of Faith may be taken in a Twofold ſenſe; 1. Largely, for whatſoever aſſutance 
we haye of Gods ſpecial love to us in Chriſt, from $cripture-grounds, in which ſenſe à con- 
cluſion deduced from true Works of Sanctiſication, is a concluſion of Faith, belecyed in its pre- 
miſes, or one of them; the other being known by ſpiritual ſenſe. The witneſs which the ſpirit 


gives in a conditional promiſe, is as true, as that which he bears in an abſolute promiſe. No 


man 
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16 Free Grace maintained againſt Mr. VVeld, late 
man living ( faith Vega) ſhould ever draw me to doubt of my being in the ſtare of Grace, if I 
might infer it out of two Propoſitions, the one beleeved, and the other made ſome way evident 
unto me. 2). Aſſurance of Faith may be taken ſtrictly, nd properly, for our firſt perſwaſion 
we have of Gods mercy towards us in Chriſt, 1 Theſſ.1.5 This diſtinction is in uſe amongſt 
Proteſtant Writers, and the Papiſts underſtand them in this ſenſe. Certainty (ſaith Mr. Per- 
kins) is either of Faith, or Experimental, which Papiſts call Moral. Certainty by Faith is to 
apply the promiſe of ſalvation to our ſelves, and to beleeve without doubting , that remiſſion 
of ſins belongs unto us. Moral certainty is that which proceeds from Works of ſanctification, 
as ſigns and tokens of true Faith. Treat. of con. cap. 3. Bellarmine doth acknowledge this Mo- 
ral certainty, with this difference from us, That it is only conjeQural : but he will by no means 
admit of that abſolute perſwaſion, precedent ta our works, calling it the Lutheran preſumption. 
They ( ſaith he) will have their certainty to go before their works, and not to follow them. 
Tom. 4. Cap. 9. De J uſtificatione. So that in this Theſis, I do not deny ſimply, that we have any 
aſſurance of Juſtification from our works of ſancttification, (far be it from me, ) but that the al- 
ſurance which we have from our works, is our fitſt perſwaſion of Gods Grace, and mercy to- 
wards us in Chriſt, which properly, in ſtrictneſs of ſpeech, is called an aſſurance of Faith, is 
denied by me. In which reſpect I ſaid iN my Sermon, That our firſt perſwaſion of Gods love 
was not by faith it ſelf, 1. By faith as an argument, though it be by faith as an organ, or in- 
ſtrument. Conſonant to this is that which is affirmed by Zanchy in his diſpute wich Max hac- 
chius, about the order of evidencing our election, page 361. Thus he writes; Qui hic non 
. videat aperte qualis fuerit ſententia Buceri in hac materia ? Nimirum, ut incipiamu à priori, 

id eſt, contemplatione ſolu divine bonitatis, & gratiæ in Chriſto oblatæ & in Evangelio reve- 
late : Et inde certam per ſuaſtionem concipiamus, nos vere fuiſſe ad eternam ſalutem electos, 
ideoque; nunc efficaciter vocari, Deinde deſcendamus ad id, quod etiam revera eſt poſterius, 
nimirum ad certum fdem, eſſenſum, & obſequium vocanti prebendum. This is all which I 
do herein aſſert, That our firſt perſwaſion of Gods mercy towards us in Chriſt, is not founded 
upon any arguments taken from our works of ſanctification, which I have aboundamily proved 
in my ſecond Propoſition, whether I refer the Reader. 


That Fuſtification goes in order before our Beleeving. 
Juſtification by a paſſive Faith, goes in order of Nature before our act of beleeving, which 
is thus confirmed. 

1. We have the Spirit of Adoption, are made partakers of divine Nature, become new 
creatures, before we put forth any act of Faith, 1 Fob. 5.1. Fob.1.12, 13. This is Mr. Cal- 
vins Note upon this 13. verſ. Negat Evangeliſta poſſe quemquam credere niſi qui ex Deo ge- 
nitus eſt. Now whereas it ſeems by the twelfth verſe that we are not the ſons cf God, but con- 
ſequently to our act of beleeving, he doth thus anſwer it; In reſpe& of our ſenſe we do not 
begin ro be the ſons of God, but after faith. | | 

2. We are no ſooner living in the firſt Adam, but his fin is imputed unto us, before we 
commit any actual fin, Rom. 5. and by the like reaſon, as ſoon as we live in the ſecond Adam, 
his righteouſneſs is imputed unto us, before we put forth any act of righteouſneſs, As in car- 
nal Generation all men are born ſinners, even by imputation: 30 in ſplritual regeneration, 
all men are born righteous, having the righteouſneſs of Chriſt imputed to them. 

3. If we be not juſtified antecedently to our act of N then can à man in the ſtate of 
condemnation, do that eminent work of God, to beleeve on Chriſt, whereas except we by in 
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of New-England, and Mr. Rutherford, &c. 17 
Union with Chriſt, and ſo by conſequence in the ſtate of Grace, we can do nothing, Foh.15.5. _ 
To Beleeve is the act of a Perſon either in the Rate of Grace, or in the ſtate of condemnation. 
Not of condemnation; therefore of grace, and we are juſtified before our act of Faith. 
4. Ele& Infants dying before they come to years of diſcretion, or ſanctified in their Mothers 
Wombs, are juſtified by the habit of Faith: Perſons in this ſtate of Grace being adulti, ceaſe + 
not to be juſtified when they fall into ſownes, or otherwiſe put forth no act of Faith, which, 
(I ſuppoſe ) would follow, were they not juſtified by che ſeed of Faith. If the ſeed failed in 
ſuch a caſe, ſo much as the act dotb, by what band ſhould they be united unto Chriſt * And 
How could perſons out of union with Chriſt be juſtified ? The Belgich Profeſſors in the Synod 
of Dort, give this as a reaſon, Why the Faith by which we are firft converted, and from which 
we are called Beleevers, is not an act bur an habit infuſed of God, becauſe otherwiſe, oft upon 
one and the ſame day, we ſhould be Beleevers, and Unbeleevers; the children of God, and the 
children of the Devil. It would (J conceive) upon the ſame ground follow, That were we 
not juſtified by rhe habit of Faith, but only by the act, we ſhould many times be ſucceſſively 
juſtified, and unjuſtified. chamier thus expreſſeth himſelf, I (ay it is moſt true, That juſti- 
fying Faith doth follow, if not in time, yet in order juſtification. Mr. Cotton ſaith in his New 
Covenant, page 55. A man is as paſſive in regeneration, as in his firſt generation; only God 
iveth his ſpirit, that doth unite us unto Chriſt, which is received by Faith, together witha- 
option, and Juſtification : and yet by the act of Beleeving we are juſtificd alſo, Gal. 2.16. that 
is manifeſted to be juſtified in our own conſciences. 
Object. 2. This is againſt the judgement of our Orthodox Divines, who generally make Faith 
an inſtrumental cauſe of our Juſtification. | | 
Anſw. They who do affirm, That in our active converſion, we perceive, and receive Chriſt 
by an act of Faith, do not deny a paſlive reception precedent to that act, in our converſion, 
| wherein we are altogether paſſive. g 
| a 8 The Scripture never ſaith, That we are juſtiſted by the habit of Faith, but rather 
the . a I 
| TIS. The 1 not ſay, That we are juſtified by the habit, or act of Faich in 
ter minis, but in ſenſe. Theſe are frequent Goſpel expreſſions, We are juſtified by Faith. 
Faith is taken as well for the habit, as the act. When Faith is (aid not to fail, that is to be 
underſtood of the habit : When we are commanded to Beleeve, that is meant of the act. Bucer 
( faith Zamchy) is not aſhamed to ſay, That we beleeve ſometimes in act, ſometimes only in 
habit, There is no condemnation to them which are in Chriſt Jeſus. Let a man be in Chriſt, 
whether by the act, or by the habit of Faith, he is juſtified. Which way ſoever Chriſt, and 
his righteouſnels is made ours, this rĩghteouſneſs is counted to us for ours by God, who counts 
things as they are. : | 
Object. 3. He that beleeveth not, is condemned already, Joh.3.18, we are not thenjuſtifieds 
but.conſequently to our act of beleeving, 3 . 
Anſw. The act of Faith doth ever follow the habit, and in order of time, they can ſcarce 
be diſtinguiſhed the one from the other: But in order of cauſality, Gods work goes before 
ours. A Chriſtian is in the order of nature, in the ſtare of grace before Faiths act, though not 
in time. In a word, when it is ſaid, He that beleeveth not, is condemned already; ic muſt be 
underſtood thus: He that beletveth'not cither actu ſecundo, or acta primo, elle what will be- 
come of us when, we are aſleep, and put forth no act of heleeving? wa 
Object. 4. we bejuſtified antecedently to our 4 of Bait Fen juſlificetion goes before vo- 
cation, contrary to that Rom. 8.30. And wow! be called, them be aiſo juſtifred, <* g 
| . | Anſw. 
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8 Free Grace maintained againſt Mr. V Veld, late 
1 Anſw. That doth not follow 3 Vocation is a gracious act of God, by which we are brought 
into fellowſhip with Chriſt, 1 Cor. 1. 9. We are in our effeQual call, drawn into union with 
_ Chriſt, by a Phyſical act of God, in our paſſive converſion, precedently to our act of belecying. 
Faith goes in order before juſtification, both in our paſſive, and active converſion : the habit 
in the one, and both habit, and act in the other. | 


19 5 THESIS, III. 
That the Faith of Gods Blet, whereby they do beleeve on Chriſt, is 
grounded upon à free, ſimple, abſolute promiſe of Grace, 


The Queſtion is, Whether God in the Goſpel do firſt reveal his ſpecial love to his Elect, in 
giving of them Chriſt, and bleſſing through him, in a conditional promiſe, or in an abſolute 
promiſe? I ſay in an abſolute. ' I heſe are my Arguments. 

1. Almighty God himſelf, the Prophets, Angels, Fohn Baptiſt, Chriſt, and the Apoſtles, 
in the publiſhing of the Goſpel, have ever propounded Chriſt to be beleeved on, in an abſolute 
promiſe of Grace, Gen. 3. 15. & 15.5, 14.9.6. Hoſ. 2. 19, 20. Luk. 2. 10, 11. Matth. 3. 2. & 4.17. 
10. 7. : | 
2. The Elect have alwayes founded that act of Faith, by which they did beleeve on Chriſt, 
upon this principle; Abraham beleeved on the Lord, and it was counted unto him for righte- 
ouſneſs. Upon what promiſe did he ground his Faith ? Upon this abſolute promiſe, Thus ſhalt 
thy Seed be, Gen.15.5,6. This Faith of Abraham is made a patern for all the ſpiritual ſeed of 
Abraham to follow, Rom 4.23,24,25. Paul deſcribeth the Faith by which he ſpiritually lived, 
Gal. 2. 20. In what Promiſe was Chriſt revealed? Even in this abſolute Declaration of Gods 
good Will towards him: who loved me, and gave bimſelf for me. The Apoſtle tells us, That 
all the Ele& are born as Iſaac was: Now we Brethren, as Iſaac was, are the children of the 
Promiſe, Gal. 4. 28, In what form runs the Promiſe ? This is the word of Promiſe; At 
this time 1 will come, and Sarah ſhall have a Son, Rom 9.9. The children of this abſolute 
Promiſe are counted for the ſeed, ver ſ. 8. | | FEES 

3. The proper immediate effects of juſtifying Faith, do ſtrongly argue, That it is built up- 
on an abſolute promiſe powerfully applyed by the ſpirit, in our effectual call. How comes 
Faith to work by Love? It apprehends Gods love to us in Chriſt. How doth it ciuſe Re- 
joycing ? Ir beholds Chriſt given for us, and to us out of Gods eternal love: Abrabam re- 
joyced ro ſee Chriſts day, and he ſaw it, and was glad, 7oh.8.56. How doth it beget Peace ? 
It looks at God as reconciled unto us in Chriſt, How doth it cauſe Repentance ? It makes 
us apprehenſive that we have ſinned againſt our Saviour. _O7num appetitivirum motuum 
cauſa eſt bonum, vel malum apprehenſum. 5 | W 

4. As in Conjugal Contracts amongſt us, the Husband doth firſt make known Hs Love, 
and expreſs his abſolute conſent: ſo doth Chriſt when he doth betroth the Chuceh of his 
Elect unto himſelf in their effectual Call. 1 will ſay unto them that were not my Pedple, Thou 

art my People, and they ſhall ſay, thou art my God, Hol. 2. 23. 5 0 

5. If our Faith be not founded upon an abſolute ” then is not the Covenant of 

Grace eſtabliſhed upon better Promiſes (for form) than the Covenant of Works, contrary 


* 


to that which is affirmed by che Apoſtle, Heb. 8. 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12. 'The New Cove- 

nant Promiles are better than the. Old, in this reſpe& amongſt the reſt, Thar they are abſolute, 

or upon conditions abſolutely promiſed, £ ©: : 5 

6. The abſolute Promiles are elther only to be propounded toBeleevers antecedently ; oe 
æhe ADLOLUTE Tromues ate euner 8 dle 


1 


of New-England, and Mi. Rut herford, &c. 19 


elſe alſo to Unbeleevers for the begetting of Faith: But they are not only to be propounded to 


Bel eevets antecedently. They were no Beleevers, to whom the Lord by the Prophet Hoſea 


applies the abſolute Promiſes, Hoſ. 2. 19, 20. being ſuch as were unmarried, and not betr othed 


to what end did he propound them, if not to build faith upon? 

7. There is no conditional Promiſe, or Grant in all the Word of God, wherein Chriſt 
doth convey himſelf over to us, for the beginning of falvation. Chriſt doth abſolutely pro- 
miſe to glve us a new heart, inhabir in us his Spirit, S xeꝶ. 36. 26, 27. What «ver the Re- 
monſtrants ſay, to put in any condition, is againſt Scripture and Reꝛſon. Wherefore we 
muſt beleeve on Chriſt, and receive him as given in an abſolute Promiſe of Grace. This ve- 
ry Doctrine which teacheth us to ground our faith, whereby we are perſwaded of Gods Love 
to us in Chriſt, upon an abſolute Promiſe, is maintained by Zarchy in his Miſcellanies againſt 
Marbuchius, who objects againſt it as one of Zanchy's Errors, and new Revelations : but he 
doth earneſtly contend for the truth bereof, affirming of it to be the Judgment of Bucer, and 
that conformable to the Scriptures. Which he could not but imbrace, proving it by Four Ar- 
guments, and Anſwers three Obje&ions. The Definition of Juſtifying Faith, given by Dr. 
Zanchy, and Mr. Calvin, declares them to be of this mind: Faith ( ſay they) is a ſtedfaſt 
and aſſured knowledg of Gods kindneſs towards us, which being grounded upon the truth of 
the free Promiſe in Chriſt, is both revealed to our minds, and ſealed in our hearts, by the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt, They make two Eſſential parts of Faith, 1. An apprehenſion of Gods Love to us 
in Chriſt, which is an act of the Intelle&. 2. A receiving and imbracing of Chriſt, which 
is an act of the Will : And they ground both theſe Acts upon a free Promiſe of Grace, effica- 
ciouſly applied by the Holy Ghoſt, Theſe are the words of Mr. Calvin upon Gal 3. 7. Faith 
is not an imagination of our own forging :- it is an aſſuredneß which we conceive of Gods Good- 
neſs, when he cometh unto us, and utiereth familiari his love that he beareth to us. This hath 


been the conſtant Definition of Juſtifying Faith, given by our Orthodox Divines in Luthers 


time, and of many ſince: Fides eſt certa perſuafio, et nAngsgoeia, qua cum ſervatorem am- 
plectimur bac fiducia, quod crucifixus, & mortuu ſit in propitiationem pro peccatis, non aliarum 
tantum, ſed et mers. Melanchthon, Bexa, with many others, deſcribe Faith after that man- 
ner, and generally, this is part of the deſcription of it: Faith is a certain perſwaſion of Gods 
mercy towards us in Chriſt ; which they could not do, did they not ground it upon an abſolute 
Promiſe. All our Expoſitors of the Creed, who make this part of the meaning of that Article, 
I beleeve in Jeſus Chriſt; to be, I beleeve that Chriſt is mine, and place it before that act of 
the heart, by which we rely on Chriſt, do found it upon an abſolute Promiſe. Mr. Perkins in 


his Expoſition of the Creed, ſaith, That no man can put bis confidence in God, till he be firſt _ 


perſwaded of Gods mercy towards him in Chriſt. This is Mr. Dikes Judgment on Pbil. 5. 
Firſt we muſt belee ve that Chriſt is ours, before we can be able to commit our ſelves to bim, 
for the will and affeftions follow the underſtanding. Mr. Cotton in his N. Covenant, de- 
clares himſelf fully to be of this Judgment, and ſaith, Faith to receive Chriſt, is ever upon 
an abſolute Promiſe. pag. 56, which is as much as I affirm. 

Objekt. 1. The Promiſe propounded in the Goſpel, ſor the begetting of faith, is conditional, 
Belee ve, and be ſaved. | 
Anſw. That is not the Goſpels firſt Promiſe. There is an abſolute- indefinite Promiſe 
( I take an abſęlute Promiſe for thar, which ſhall certainly be accompliſhed in-Gods Ele& ) 
precedent tothis, viz. The Kingdom of Heaven is at hand, to which the command of Belee- 
dag the conditional Promiſe, hath relation As in the Govenant of Works, fitſt there is 
an abſolute Law giyen, and then a conditional Covenant made, Do this, and live: So in 


the Covenant of Grace, firſt there is made an abſolute Promiſe of Salvation through Chriſt 
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20 FreeGracemaintained againſt Mr. VVeld, late 
(taking abſolute in that ſenſe which I have named) and then a conditional Covenant, Be- 
leeve, and be ſaved, When I am commanded to belceve the Goſpel, or beleeve on the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, ir is intended, that T beleeve this abſolute Promiſe, not only Hiſtorically, but 
Applicatorily, and that I. receive and relie upon Chriſt promiſed, and then I ſhall not periſh, 
bur have everlaſting life. The act of faith is not terminated in the Promiſe, but in the ſimple 
rerm Chriſt, p 

Object. 2. There 7s no abſolute Promiſe of Salvation through Chriſt, in al the Goſpel. 

Auſw. That is not ſo. The firſt Goſpel Promiſe of Grace. and Life was ablolute, The 
ſeed of the Woman ſhall bruiſe the Serpents bead, Gen. 3.15. This is renewed ro Abraham, 
In 3 all Families of the Earth be _ „Gen. 12. 3. Is not this a ſimple categorical 
Propoſition, and Declaration of Gods good will in Chriſt to the World? And this was G oſ- 
pel which was preached unto Abraham, Gal. 3. 8. To make things more clear: Take an ab- 
ſolute Promiſe, for that which ſhall certainly be accompliſhed, and then the Goſpel al waies be- 
gins with an abſolute Promiſe both of end, and means, to wit, Salvation, and all means ten- 
ding thereunto, with relation to Gods Elect: of which kind are the Promiſes before mentio- 


þ [i j | ned, Gen. 3,15. and 12. 3. Let an abſolute Promiſe be taken for that which ſhall receive its 


accompliſhment, without any gracious precedent act of ours, and then the beginning of our 
Salvation, to wit, a new heart, a new ſpirit, and faith it ſelf, is abſolucely promiſed, Fer. 3. 
337 34. Exek. 36. 26, 27. If by Salvation be meant the continuance, perfect ing, and con- 
ſummation of Salvation in Gods eternal, and everlaſting Kingdom, that is indeed promiſed 
upon condition, we put forth acts of faith, repentance, holineſs, and righteouſneſs throughout 
the whol courſe of our lives; all which conditions (as hath been ſaid ), are abſolutely pro- 
miſed, Tek. 36. 27. Conditiones N Federis, non tantum precepte ſunt, ſed etiam pro- 
miſſe, Enbd. Min. in the Synod of Dordt. - | . 
, bject. 3. The Promiſes to ſave abſolutely, aud upon condition of beleeving, are inconſe= 
ext. ä : 
. Anſw. 1. To promiſe the beginning of Salvation abſolutely, and the contineance, and ac- 
liſhment of Salvation, upon condition of an holy, penitential faith, Rand well together. 
2. To promiſe abſolutely, chat is, aſſuredly, the continuance, perfecting, and conſummation 
of Salvation upon condition we actually beleeve, repent, and obey, is not inconſiſtent, becauſe 
the conditions are abſolutely promiſed. = | 
Object. 4. The abſolute Promiſe of Salvation through Chriſt, propbunded in the Goſpel, is 
 no:particuler, and perſonal, but general, and indefinite.: and therefore if we beleeve it by par- 
ticular application, we helee ve more than is revealed. „Vu. . 
. nſw. Though the abſolute Promiſe of Salvation through Chriſt, be general, and indefi- 
nite 3 yer is it made perticular to every Ele& Perſon, in his effectusl call. This Promiſe is 
held forth with a commandment to apply it, and make it particular. 80 ſaith Zauciy, Lib. 5. 
De Naturã Dei, Cape 2. and Mr. Perkins upon Gal. 2. When we are commanded to beleeve 
on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, this is one act that is required of us, to beleeve that Chriſt is ours, 
1. John 5. 13. Whilft this Goſpel is in preaching in our effectual Vocation, the Lord ſends 
the ſpirit of Adoption into our hearts, gives us a new heart, and a new ipirit, which new ſpi- 
ri perſwades us to beleeve, and apply the Promiſe, and Chriſt promiſed, and it is all one as if 
he Rould call us by name, 1/4 43. 1. Fehn 10. 3. They who are thus perſwaded 


| d call u who.: aded by Chriſt 
| Aorealy ouryardly by his Word, but dr by his Spiic i their hears, hate 4 good 


xound to belceve that the Fran untochem, and that Chriſt is cheirs, yor' es they 
Herein belecve more than is revealed, To belecve what Chriſt commands, is no Earhur 
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of New-England, and Me. R utherford „Cc. 21 


Object. 5. If all to whom the Goſpel x preached, are commanded to beleeve, that the abſo- 


lute Promiſe belongs unto them, then are Reprobates commanded to beleeve a 


he. 

Anſw. Zanchy upon Hoſ. 2. 1. and Mr. Perkins in his Treatiſe of Predeſtinarion, anſwers . 
thus in effect : Let Reprobates beletve, and they ſhall not find it falſe, but true. But becauſe- 

our act of Beleeving, works no change in the Object; and our beleeving, makes not a thing 


true, but it muſt be true before we beleeve, it is not ſatisfactory to me. Before I ſet down 


mine own apprehenſions (with humble ſubmiſſion to better Judgments ) Itbiak ir requiſite 
that ſome things ſhould be premiſed : 1. Iimbrace it for an undoubted truth, That falſum 


non eſt objectum fidet : The Spirit of Truth doth not perſwade men to beleeve Lyes. The Spi- 
rit is truth, and is no he, 1 John 2.27: 2H, All to whom the Goſpel cometh, are not only 


bound to put forth acts of Evangelical obedience, but to have the principles of theſe acts: for } 


we loſt in Adam the very principles of yielding obedience to the holy Will of God, to wit, 
Integrity of Nature, with the preſence and aſſiſlance of Gods gracious Spirit. 80 that it is a 
fin to be unregenerate, and to want the ſpirit of Grace, where the Goſpel is preached, Jude, 19. 

3ly, When Reprobares are commanded te beleeve, the Lord requires of them theſe two 


things, 1. That they have a new heart, and a new ſpirit, which is the ſpirit of Adoption, | 


Exek. 18, 31. 29, That they Elicite an act of Faith, from this new heart excited by this 
New ſpirit. Let Reprobates then ( according to the true ſence of the Goſpels Comms) 
have a new heart, and a new ſpirit, and beleeve from theſe principles, that the abſolute promiſe 
of Grace belongs unto them, and they ſhall not beleeve a lye. Neither are Elect, nor Repro- 
bates commanded actually to beleeve, immediately from the principles of Nature, but by the 
intervening of a new heart, and a new ſpirit, which are the principles of Grace: let theſe in- 
tervene, and then it is not required that they beleeve more than is revealed, and true. All true 
Chriſtians beleeve that this Promiſe belongs unto them, in habit, inclination, deſire, or act, 
of which there are many degrees. . 


That all Promiſer proper and peculiar to the Gospel, are abſolute. 


In the Covenant of Grace there are two ſorts of Promiſes: Some common to the Law with 


the Goſpel, though nor for the matter, yet for the form into which they are put : as Beleeve 
and be ſaved, Repent and be ſaved, and theſe are conditional, belonging to Elect and Repro- 


bates. There be other Promifes peculiar to the Goſpel both for matter and form; as 4 new. 


heart will I give you, a new Spirit will 1 us within jou, and theſe are abſolute, Exeł. 36. 26. 
Which Promiſes though they be propounded in the promulgation of tlie Goſpel to all indiffe- 
rently, yet are they proper only to Gods Elect. Of theſe Promiſes is that to be underſtood 
which Proper ſpeaks, Lib. 1. De voc. Gent. Cap. 9. Manet prorſus, et quotidiè impletur 
quod Abrabæ Dominus fine conditione promiſit, ſine lege donavit. And of thele Promiſes doth 


Zencby mean, AMiſcell. Lib. 2. Theſ. 13. where he ſaith, Promifones de gratuit Dei miſeri- 
cordia deq; certa, et æterna ſalute, etfi univer ſaliter omnibus proponuntur, et predicenda ſunt: 


ad ipſos tamen tantum electos reipſa pertinent. And again, De Common. Divinis. Eva 
um proprie quod aununtiat, id abſolute citra conditionem annuntiat. It was denyed in the Sy- 
nod that there, was any abſolute Promiſes. The Remonſtrants Coll at. Ha 


con- 


Un. 22. aſſert, That the giving of 2 new heart is promiſed upon condition of our actual 
theſe Promiſes to be only PrediQions and Propheſies, but ſeem 


verſion. Others would have 


proper purt: or elſe I cannot ſec that our firſt Parents had any Goſpel preach 
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to exclude them from being any part of the Covenant of Grace, wheregs they be hee gd 
ed aut chem 


23 Free Grace maintained againſt Mr. Weld, late 

Paradice, Gen. 3. 15. There is nothing but an abſolute Promiſe expreſſed, (in which all 
abſolute Promiſes in both the ſences before mentioned are wrapt up) though I doubt not bur 
the conditional Promiſe, Beleeve and be ſaved, is implied. Our Orthodox Divines in the Synod 
of Dordt, ſtand for thele abſolute Promiſes as parts of the Covenant of Grace, againſt the Ar- 
minians, and that they are proper to the Goſpel in reſpet of their abſolute form, cannot be 
denied, the Law hath no Promiſes which run in that form. It is evident which Zanchy ſaith, 

Quicquid pertinet ad legem in ſcripturis, conditionale eſt. 


I have loſt divers Notes by often removals, but (to my beſt remembrance) theſe, with one 


or two more of the like Nature, coincident with them, were all the Poſitions which at firſt I 
Intended for Diſputation in the Synod. In heat of Diſcourſe in that Aſſembly, certain expreſ- 


ſions fell from me, which were numbred amongſt my Errors, and made the chief matter of 


Diſpute by them who took all occaſions and advantages to make me ſeem erroneous.” Amongſt 
the reſt (how it came in I do not well know) I ſaid, That Chriſt was part of the new Crea- 
ture. TheQueſtion is, What is meant by the new Creature, or new Man, which Chriſtians 
are commanded to put on? I anſwer, Partly Chriſt with his new created Righteouſneſs, 
partly new created qualities in us. Which (I conceive) may thus be proved Adam is 
called 6 , 1 and Chriſt ö Lu & df. Adam is the old man, and Chriſt 
the new man. Hereupon ( tropically ) all fin which entred into the World by Adam, is cal- 
led the Old man; and all that righteouſneſs which is brought in by Chriſt, is called the New 
mn; which righteouſneſs of Chriſts becomes ours in our New Birth, partly by Imputation, 
partly by Regeneration, E ph. 2. 15. 5 : 
Object. By tho Old man which we are to put off, is only meant Sin, not Adam's Perſon: 
and therefore by the New man, is only meant new qualities in us, and not Chriſt's Perſon. 
Auſw. By the Old man may be underftood, not only the corruption of Nature, which 


paſſeth from Adam to us, but his diſobedience, which becomes ours by imputation. So that 


in ſome reſpe& we are to put off Adam, that is, the tranſgreſſion of Adam in eating the for- 
bidden Fruit, which was his in act, and ours durahiei, and originally. : I am not the firſt who 
have taken the New man in that ſenſe, which if it be not proper, yet is it true. We are to put 


on Chriſt as well by Faith, as by imitation. I ſhall not much herein contend. Zanchy upon 


_ Eph, 4. 24. having ſet down the mie of Ambroſe, what is meant by the New man which 


Chriſtians are to put on, ( who underſtood it of Chriſt himſelf ) and of others Interpreting 
it of new qualities, delivers his own mind, and joyns them both together. Novus igitur ho- 


mo pri mum eſt Cbriſtus ipſe in uobis inhabitans : deinde ipſe nova totius hominis qualitas, et 


natura per Chriſtum in nobis creata, poſtremo nos ipſi Chriſto induti, et nove iliius nature par- 
riciper effefti, et in virtute (ut loquuntur ſcholia ) viventes. + Ye would likewiſe have wreſted 
other expreſſions which fell from me, to a corrupt ſence 3 as if Idenied acting from a formal 
principle of Grace, or that any power was conveyed by rhe Commandments of the Law to a& 
graciouſly, which was far from my ſence. The Opinion of Peter Lombart, Lib. 1. Diſt. 18. 
that Charity is not any thing crea: ed in the ſoul, but the Holy Ghoſt himſelf, is ſufficiently 
confuted by Aquinas, 22. c. q. 23. 2. Far be it from me to deny the work of Regeneration or 
new qualities. This was my meaning in theſe paſſages; that we cannot a6 graciouſly from 
any inward principle of Grace, further than we are acted upon by the $pirit of Chriſt in Union. 
That the Commandments of the Law, are never accompanied by the $pirir,enabling'us to per- 
form them, being ſevered from Chriſt, and the Covenant of Grace, or before faith comme. 
_ I maintained none of theſe Points in the Synod, which you make the Ground-work' of 
Sedltion. 4 5 85 Y N 8 


3. Thirdly, I am much condemned by you for obRinacy after conyiction. Of what was 5 
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of New-England, and Mr. Rutherford, c. 24 


I convicted ? Was it of laying the Magiſtrates, Elders, and the moſt part of the Country un= 


der a covenant of works, abſolutely, and that to the knowledg of the hearers, out of Contempt 
of Authority to ſtir up Sedition ? Contempt of Authority and (edition is then made the cir- 
cumſtances & principles of an act, to wit the laying them under a covenant of works in that ſort. 
If that act be not proved, contempt of Authority and Sedition vaniſh away, having no ſubje& to 
which they do adhere. A mancannot be juſtly condemned for wilful murder unleſs it appear that 
he hath committed murder: nor can I be juſtly condemned for laying men under a covenant of 
works in that manner out of Contempt of Authority, to rayſe up (edition, except it can be wade 
evident, that I did lay them under that Covenant. That is then to be enquired into, & proved by 
the Court that the Magiſtrates, Elders and moſt of the Country were the men whom I deſcribed 
and afficmed ro be under a Covenant of works: otherwiſe contempt of Authority, & ſedition 
falls to the ground having no foundation. The Court proceeded againſt me (as they ſaid 
Ex officio which in caſe of publick infamy, and manifeſt evidence of the fact, is not only 
lawful, but neceflary ) and whenl humbly requeſted of the Honoured Court, that my accuſers 
might come forth, it was anſwered by them that my ſermon was my accuſer. Then muſt my 
Sermon accuſe me of that fact which they judged contemptuous, and Seditious, or elſe I am con- 
demned without any accuſation or accuſers, meerly from their wil, and pleaſure. How wil 
they make it appeare that my Sermon was my accuſer ? The Elders in their ſecret Accuſati- 
on, ſhewed them a way how to do it, viz. by forcing my Sermon to ſpeak thus; Thar faith, 
and repentance are no parts ofthe Goſpel, That SanRification is no good evidence of a good 
eſtate. That they who ſee in themſelves any Sanctification, and thence conclude a good eſtate 
ſhal never be ſaved. That they who are not of this judgment, are Antichriſtians, enemys to 
Chriſt and under a covenant of works. This is made the ground by Mr. d in the ſhort ſtory 
but ihe Court did not declare themſelyes to ſentence me upon this proofe. How then wil they 
make my ſermon my accuſer. I kn.] not how except it was thus; To take a propoſition 
our of my ſermon. And an aſſomption which the Elders brought in (as bath been ſaid ) and 
to conclude againſt me as though 1 had been author of them both, was the falſe accuſation, or 
application 8c, of my Sermon. Do you think in your Conſcience that this was conviction, 
and that I perſiſt obſtinate after conviction, my circumſtantial failing 1 have acknowledged. I 
did not much inquire after an Apology which I heard was written in the Courts defence, becauſe 
I know. very wel that the cauſe was uncapable of any juſt defence. I knew that if al the men in 
the world ſhould combine together they could not make a bad cauſe good, no, not the Lord 
himſelf : the defect lieth not in God, but in the thing. Let a man twiſt tenthouſand fins, 
together, he cannot cover fin with fin. If your cauſe was ſo juſt and convincing why have you 
deſerted the true cauſe, and ſet up a new title? prove the ground of the Courts ſentence out of 
my ſermon, or elſe you ſay nothing. 

4. Fourtbly, You tel a ſtory of a man, whom (28 you ſay) I led into theſe damnable er- 
rors, and hereſies. e 

1. That the free promiſes are only ſor them under the Law. 

2. That al our aſſurance is by immediate revelation. 

3. That in the New Teſtament there are no fignes. AS 
4. Thar Baptiſme of Mater is of no uſe to them, who are Baptized by the holy Ghoſt. 
J. That a man may be adopted, and not juſtified, | | * | 
6. That every new creature is a dead lumpe, and acts not at al. 2 
7. That we have no inherent righteouſnels. | | 
8. I vat the commandments are a dead letter. | | 
Ido reject, and abominme al theſe corrupt opinions as none of mine? againſt which I do 

„ oſpoſe 
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| 28 Free Grace maintained againſt Mr. VVeld, late 


| oppoſe theſe following poſitions as mine own judgment. 


. rr 2 - 


I, That the free promiſes are no parts of the covenant of works, but of Grace. ; 
2. That we do not only come to an aflurance of a good eſtate by the immediate Teſtimony 


f $ of the Holy-ghoſt, but alſo by that which is mediate, from faith, tepentance, and! works of 


ſanctification. . P | | 
3. That inthe New Teſtament the Lord gives to his conſederates ſignes of their being in 


M | Covenant with him both inward,and outward. 


4. That Chriſtians who are inwardly and inviſibly ingraffed into Chriſt, ſtand in need of 
am outward viſible baptizing into him, and into one body. 


5- That juſtification, and adoption, are inſeparable benefits, flowing from our union 


with Chrift. 


6. That every new creature acts from an inward formal principle of Spiritual life. 
7. Thar we are not only juſtified by the imputed righteouſneſs of Chriſt received by faith, 


but alſo have an inherent righteouſneſs infuſed into us by the ſpirit of regeneration. 


8. The Commandements are the ſpirits inſtrument, to quicken Gods elet. 8 
The authors of the ſhort ſtory, do not propound this to be credited barely upon their auth 0- - 
rity, (for than they might have deluded the reader, who would beleeve it of their re» 


BM port) but this witneſs which they beare againſt me in ſuch a matter of weight conſiſts of this 


newly come to the proſeſſion of religion, t 


1185 falle. to al ſuch as have the uſe of reaſon. How they ſhould conſcientiouſly ground Tuch. an 


hypothetical propoſitions If M. 32 tenderly contradicted this poor being 
| | en muſt he needs learne thoſe points of 'beels 

1 or draw them as neceſſary conſequents from ſome of his Tenents 3 
The Conſequent part of this propolition doth not follow from the Antecedent, here is ns 
ood conſequence. And therefore this their Teſtimony muſt needs appeare to be palpably 


accuſation upon ſuch an argument I cannot apprehend. 


baniſhment, the Lords marvellous doings, If by ruine you meane the ruine 


4 


mitted work 3 but if you cannot make it evident, that ic was the L. ads marvellous comme 


5. Fiftly Tou much glory in my conceived ruine, and cal your ee, againſt me to 
ellous of my doctrine, 
and cauſe, there is no ſuch matter, that you have not touched: it is a doQrine and cauſe of 
your own deviſing, and ſetting up which you have ruined. If by ruine you underſtand ruine 
in reſpe& of my outward man, I muſt needs ſay you have laboured to the utmoſt, ro bring me 
to ruine, in my ſelf, Wife, Eleven children, Family, poſterity by ſuch acts before, in, and 
after my baniſhment, as I ſhal not now mention: ( for I love not to complaine, I ſerve no 


|| hard maſter, the Lord is my ſheild and my exceeding great reward) yet even in this regard, 
_ -Dath not the Lord delivered me over unto the wil of my adverſaries, bleſſed be his name. If I 


and mine be ruinated by you temporally, and proſper ſpiritually, ye ſhal do us no great hurt 
by ſuch a ruine. What though ye thought evil againſt me? the Lord meant it unto good. 


But why do you cal your doings in exiling, and affli&ing of me, the Lords marvellous doings 


The queſtion then is this; whether your proceedings againſt me be Gods work, or yours? 


This may eaſily be thus determined; If you can make it appear, that I am an Antinomian, 
Fami 


nilift, Libertine. Seducer, guilty of Contempt of Authority, and Sedition, The Author 


of al Me errors, and hereſies to which you relate me, in the ſhort ſtory that I am ſuch a flagiti- 

ous heretick,evil man, and ſeducer, and vile miſcreant as you paint me forth to be, then may 

the proc zs be accounted Gods worke. If you cannot make this apparent, then is your - 
proceediiſ me, your own injurious, unrighteous, and more ſinful work, in which 


you live impenitent to this day, by a dangerous defe& which lyeth in your wils, I do acknom- 
ledg that this worke of which you ſo much boaſt, was the Lords marvellous decreed, and per- 
It- 
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/ New-England, and Mr. Rut herford, c. 26 
ded, and approved doings, it makes nothing againſt me, nor for you. The Lord in mere 
grant that this work which you have made with me, that you ſo highly extol, magnify, an 

ut upon record amongſt Gods marvellous doings, be never layd to the charge of New Eugland: 
el ould anſwer to al the objections, and criminations made againit me, by the ſhort 
ſtory, I ſhould to little purpoſe weary out my felf, and the reader. What I have thought re- 
quired any reply, to that I have anſwered, the reſt I paſs by in ſil ence, committing my ſelf, 
and my cauſe, unto him who judgeth righteouſly. 8 8 
Mr. Samuel Rutherford in his ſurvey of Antinomianiſme finding me deeply wounded 
and caſt out amougſt a company of Antinomians, Familiſts, Libertines, as their head, and 
leader, by the writer of the ſhort ſtory, falls upon me, ſmites me i J, x} ird, ſhoots many 
a deadly Arrow through the very heart of my good name. The paſſages which I take notice of 
In the ſurvey relating to me, are theſe following. - 
1 Except my heart deceive me, give me leave to borrow an expreſſion of Fob, if I lift up 
my hand, or a bloody pen sgainſt the truly. Godly, or have a pick at holyneſs, let my arme 
5 * my ſhoulder blade, and mine arme be broken from the bone, Fob. 31. 21. 22. 
iſt. Page. 1. | | oy 
wy Ir ee in New England, when Familiſts grew, and in other parts of New Eng- 
land, Familiſts deviſed ſuch a difference, between the Covenant of works, and of grace, eſpe- 
cially after a Sermon preached by Mr. heelwright a prime ſamiliſt. &c. Page. . 38, 59. 
3 If Familiſts have ſuch revelations. 1. They ſee the viſions of God. 2. They ſpeak as 
acted by the ſpiricimmediatly, and ſo we are by the ſame certainty. of faith to beleeve what 

H. Nicholas. Wheelwright, &c., Pag. 40. 3 8 | 

4 Mr. Knop prophelicd of the hanging of the Lord of Grange, Mr. Zohx Daviſon uttered 
propheſies known to many of the Kingdom, divers holy, and morrified preachets in England, 
have done the like: No familiſts, or Antinomians, ao David George, nor H. Nichotas 
no man of that Gang, Randal, or Wheelwright, or Den. &c. Page. 43. 7. EE 
. The firſt author of theſe wicked opinions, were, N. wheelwright, ſome adherents to 
Mr. wheelwright,erc. Page. 176. . 
6 Mr. wheelwright,and others were convened before a civil Court in i aſſachuſet. October. 
2. 1637. For diſturbance of the publick peace, where in the Month of March Mr. icheelwrigbe 
was convict of Sedition: upon occaſion whereof a number of Familiſts gave in à petition, or 
remonſtrance complaining that their beloved Mr. heel wright was condemned for no fault, 
whereas his doctrine was no other then the very expreſſions of the Holy - Ghoſſ himſelf, though 
he had (aid expreſly that Magiſtrates, Miniſters, and moſt of the people were under a Covenant 
of works and therefore were enemies to Chriſt, ſuch as Herod, Pilate, Scribes, Pharaſees, 
- * encouraged the people to rife up againſt them, as Phyliſtins. &c. Page. 177. 178. 
Lart, TI. | | | \ | 14 
By what I have here tranſcribed out of the ſurvey it is evident, that Mr. Rutherford makes 
bimſelf my judg. -Severing me ( in his notion) from the ſheep, and ſets me amonſt goats, 

Fondemnintz meamongt the reſt, as a man nor truely Godly. And that he ſo judgeth, be 

ſweares, oppignotuting bis Arme to the Shoulder blade. | 

+ This is a dreadful ſentence which is paſſed againſt me, in reſpe& of my perſonal Rendive, + 

by Mr. Rache ford. If be had thus bf barge according to the Goſpel, I ſhould have trembled 
but beczule it is done according to his om imagination, and eſpecially the nee ſive, 1 
deſpiſe ir. Whether I truly feare God or no, ia betet known to me then Mr. Auberfbrd. 1 
do not love to ſpeak of any great n ſelf, thecheif of al Hnnets : yet lee 
V! 
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27 Free Grace maintained againſt Mr. VVeld, late 
ing J am called, and compelled thereunto. I fhil a linle glory inthe Lord. After ſeven 
yeares ſpirit of bondage ( as I remember,) for the ſpace of this five and twenty yeares, or 
there abouts, ever ſince the loving kindneſs of our Lord, and Saviour did appeare to the eye of 
my faith, juſtifying of me freely by his grace, I have (through Gods infinite mercy, ) known 
in whom I do beleeve, and though I have been sſſzulted wich innumerable temptations out- 
ward, and inward in theſe perillous, deluding times: yer have I not (through mercy ) put 
away 8 good Conſcience, or made ſhipwrack of my faith. Doubtleſs Mr. Rutherford is a very 
learned man, and I hope, a Godly man: yet is he but a man, and this judgment of his is meerly 
mans judgment, it proceeds not from God. With me it is a very ſmal thing to be judged of 
him, 2 of mans judgment ; but he that judgeth me is the Lord. By the grace of God I am 
what 1 am. | N 
After that he hath thus judged my perſon, then he comes to condemne my do&rine, and 
practiſe. He cals me a Familiſt, a prime Familift, Author of thoſe wicked opinions, menti- 
oned in the ſhort Rory, a man conviRed of Sedition, and what not ? If I were ſuch a man as 
he deſcribes, he might wel judg me to be a man that doth not truly feare God, he might know 
me by my fruit. But this fruit is the fruit of my adverſaries vain imaginations, and ( through 
Gods great goodneſs ) did never grow on me. If I had been ſuch a man as you repreſent me 
ro the world, the Lord himſelf would have Stigmatized me with a witneſs. I ſhould out of 
Gods judgment,” grow worſe, and worſe deceiving and being deceived, my folly, and mad- 
neſs would have been made manifeſt unto al men, I ſhouid have been filthy, and unjuſt Ril + 
the Lord who gave Zexabel a time to repent, and ſherepented not, caſt her into a bed, killed 
her children witch death, would diſcover my hereſy. and wickedneſs, ( though I laboured 
never ſo cunningly to palliate the ſame, and al the Churches ſhould have known, that God is 


the fearful-works of reprobation.. God takes them off by his. word and acts of providence. Is 
not the witneſs of God alone more to be credited then the witneſs of you al? Indeed Mr. 
Rutherford glories much in one of his witneſſes, whom he ſuppoſeth to be the Author of the 
ſhort Story. Let it then be taken for granted that Mr. Rutherford is my lawful judg, yet he 
bath no Witneſs, ( ſo far as I know ) but the Author of the ſhorr ſtory, who is & ripvws, 
conceales his name againſt natutes light, and hath born notable falſe witneſs againſt me in 
that he did accuſe me of ſeducing a man, and leading of him into many wicked errors, upon 
| ſuch a weak ground as J have ſhewed : and his other witneſs is Mr. Thomas weld, both of 
them being parties in the cauſe. - ve now condemne me upon this account before he heare 
hat I can plead for my ſelf ? Is this Tighteous judgment? Admit there be more witneſſes, 
and Mr. Rutherford Rand up as an other witneſs (for ſo he is in this caſe)ir is not the multitude 
nor Godlineſs of the witneſſes that makes their teſtimony true, but the conformity which is be- 
tueen the teſtimony, and the thing teſtifyed. Is Mr. Rutberford certain that what he reports 
is true? He knows very wel, that mendacio annumeratur aſſeveratio rei incertæ pro certa, 
guamvis putamus eſſe ver am. Mr. Rutherford Rands as it were upon the ſhoulders of the ſhort 
Story- writers, takes his bloody pen (as he cals it) into his hand, draus blood of many ſound 
men in judgment, the deare Saints, and ſervants of God, whole blood in the fight of God ie 
precious, and what they report he reports, and more too, with much paſſion, and in moſt 
reproachful language, where I leave him to ſtand or fal with them. 
To conclude, this js the ſum of my anſwer to Mr. Thomas Weld and Mr. S. Rutherford 5 
The true real cauſe of my 3 in my Eſtate, Liberty, Name, Miniftry : in my 
Zelf, Wife, Children, Family, the name of hereſy, contempt of Authority, and ſedi- 


don, wasthat doctrine contained in my firſt three propoſitions, wherein I differed from ſome 
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of New-England, and Mr. Rutherford, Gr. 28 
of my brethren about the grounds of a ſpecial faith, and tlie order of evidencing a good eſtate, 

It was of late : empted to bring me under new ſufferings for delivering the ſame doctrine in a 
Sermon which I preached at Boſton at the Court of Election, and it was objected, that 1 
raked up the old matter. This true cauſe is ſilenced by them both. 

Certain of my brethren the Elders deviſed a cauſe againſt me (as I have ſhewed and can 
prove) differing from this in ſubſtance which they preſented to the Court, yet never brought 
it to publick view, but makes uſe of ic amongſt themſelves , prejudicing the Court and their 
freinds againſt me. This falſe fained cauſe is publiſhed by the ſhort Story wricers and Mr. 
Rutherford follows them. I commit the further clearing up of theſe. things unto the Lord, 
who wil bring every work to judgment with every ſecret thing whether ic be good, or whether 
it be evil. To God only wiſe be prayſe through Jeſus Chriſt for ever, Amen. 


A Poſtſcript. 


Td iray]is mega udaigapaire]ar what credit is to be given to the wittneſs borne a- 
T "gainſt we by Mr. Weld, and Mr. Rutherford wil more evidently appeare by theſe oppoſite 
Teſtimonies Which 1 do bere annex. 

My. Cotton in bis unſwer to Mr. Baly Pag. 60. 61. Makes this report; Neither the 
church nor my ſelfe did ever look at Mr. Wheelwright either as an Antinomian or Familiſt 
Ma of us knew that he had taten good pains againſt both, and in that very place where he 
was wont to preach z inſomuch that one of bis bearers ( who ſince joyned to Mr. Gortons ſo- 

ciety ) openly conteſted againſt his doctrine as falfe, and. Antichriſtian. And when Or. 
Wheelwright, was put out of this Country ( though be be ſince reſtored) ye i be had cleaved 
to the errors the companys fel into, be would never have refuſed their earneſt invitation, and 
cal of hin, to Miniſter unto them. They ſent to him, and urged him much to come to them 
to a far richer ſoyl, and richer company then where he lived: yet he conflantly refuſed, and 
upon that very ground becauſe of the Corruption of their judgments : Proſeſſing often while 
they pleaded for t he Covenant of grace, they tooke away the grace of the Covenant. | 


To The Honoured general Court now aſſembled at 
Boſton, the Petition of the Church, and Town of 
| Hampton. 26. 2. 1654. | 


* Humbly Shewerh, 


oF 7 


Hat whereas our Neverend Paſtor M. John Whetlwright doth deeply Suffer in bk name, 
4 an heretic al, criminous perſon, eſpecially by two printed books *- the one written b) 
Mr. Thomas Weld, the other by Mr. Samuel Rutherford, hich bath and wil have 4 ſad 
. influence upon bis perſon, Miniſtry, Family, Wife,Children,and poſterity for ever; and they 
ſeem to us chei fly to ground their charge upon this Honoured court: proceedings against bin arho 
cenſured him 30 Baniſbment far Contempt of Authority, and ſeditioa : and condemned bin- 
in « Court orie for ſeducing many of the people of New-England into-daugeroys errors, by li 
opinions, and. Revelations, So that it wes feared, that they would make ſome ſudden -irrup- 
tion dgainſt them of contrary ſudgment as they did in German ß. 
Our humble requeſt therefore unto this Hoyored Court is, that they would be pleaſed to take 
into their conſideration their. (\ everal acts e axd if it apprare that he ſuffered fur- 


ther 
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ff 3 

tber then cauſe required through am miſtake, that ſome courſe might be taken for the healing 
and reparation of bis name. Otherwiſe (we do conceive ) that we are not long like to enjoy his 
miniſtry, and preſence amongſt us : whom ( to our beſt dijcerning ) we have ever ſound, 
orthodox, and j ound in judgment, upright and hlamele ſᷣ in life, and converſation. whoſe de- 


paxture from us wil tend to our great detriment both to our inward, aud out ward man, if not 


deſtructive to our peace, and welfare. we leave our requeſt in the hands of your worſhips, for 
whoſe good guidance, by Gods gracious preſence we pray. . 8 


At a general Court held at Boſton, 24. Auguſt, 165 4. 
$ i His Court taking into confideration the good ſerviee, and great uſe which Mr. John 


Wheelwrighr hath been, and is of in the T owns of Hampton, and adjacent places and 
the earneſt endeavours which that Town hath uſed for his continuance there amongſt them, and 


hearing that on ſame acts which have paſſed from this Court, that Mr. Wheelwright, is by 


o 


| 


* ThomasHooker, made in New-Englend 
Are atteſted in an Epiſtle by Mr. Tho- 


Mr. Rutherford, and Mr. Weld rendred in ſome books printed by them as beretigal and crim - 
inous; Now that they the ſaid Mr. Rutherford, and Mr. Weld nor any other bygheir means 
may be led into miſapprehenſions of the ſaid Mr. Wheelwright, we do ſignify tha Mr. Wheel- 
wright bath for theſe many yeares approved bimſeif a ſound, orthadoxe, and profitable Mini- 
ſter of the Goſpel amongſt theſe churches of Chriſt of which he now ſtayatth a Paſtor in one of 
them This is a true copie taken out of the Courts Records. 5 


#4 


off: 


| „ % 
Edward Rawſom Secret. 


© The Church and Town of Hampton teſtify that they bave ever judged me Orthodoxe, end The 
Honoured court for many years. Though the Court ſeem to limit their approving Teſtimony 
to certain yeares : yet am I per ſwaded that they are ſo Godly, and Conſcientions, that they wil 
not ſay that I formerly held theſe corrupt opinions charged upon me by the ſhort flory which x 
bave fince revoked. That from the beginning of my troubles they were fathered upon me, 
Without any juſt cauſe, my conſcience beares me wittneſs and God is my wittneßf. 8 
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The Names of Books printed by Peter Cole Printer and Book: ſeller of 
London: and areto be ſold at bis Shop, at thefagn of the Prin- 4 
ing: preſ in Cornhil, neer the Royal Exchange. n 


Mr. Hookers New Books in three Vo-] hand: None being written by him- | | 
lum: One in Off ive, and | ff before. One Volum being z 
wo in Se, {Comment upon Cn l Pars is +” 

Theſe Eleven New Books of Mr.] inthe Seventcenth' of Fohnewherein W - 


> 
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opened, The nion beleevers have 
| | with God and Chriſt, and the glorious 
mas Goodwin, and Mr. Philip Nye, | Privitedges thereof. Beſides many o- 
Jo be wricen with the Authors On | ther Goſpel Truchs, there is all 
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Books Printed by Peter Cole. 


Twenty one ſeveral Books of Mr. Wil-] 3 Goſp pel-wotſhip. 
— Bridge, Collected into two 4. Goſpet-Coorerialon, 


Polumns. Viz. 5 A Treatiſe of D 
1 Scripture Light the moſt ſure neſs. A Treatiſe of Heavenly 

5 8 mindedneſs, and walking wich God. 
2 Cbriſt in Travdl : 6 An 3 fourth, fifth, 
3 A Lifting up for the Caft FO fürth, and ſeventh Chapters of the 

4 Sin againſt the Holy Ghtoft. Propheſie of Hoſea. 
5 Sins of Infirmitie. - 7 An Expoſition on the eighth, ninc, 
and tenth Chapters of Hoſea. 


- - . 6 Thefalſe Apoſtle tried and diſco- 


vered 8 An Expoſition on the eleventh, 
7 The good and means of Eftabliſh- twelfth, and thirteenth Chapters of 
ment Hoſes, being NOW comp eat. 


9 The great things Faith can ſuffer, | ding ſinſulneſs of fin, on Fob 16. 21. 
10 Precious Faith, on 2 Pet. 1. 1. 
10 The Great Goſpel Mystery of the | 11 Of Hope, on 1 Fobs 3. 3 
Saints Comfort and Haie, Þ ar 12 Of Worry * Faich, on 2 
and applied from Chriſts Prieſtiy Cor. 3. 7. 
Office. Mr. Burroughs hit fifcy aine Samens 
11 Satans power to Tempt, and | on Matth. 1 1. 48, 29, Jo. Are 
Chriſts Love Wo and Care of his Printing 


38 Tbe great things Faith can do. | 9 The Ellie or the excee- 


People l e 1 — A Godly and Frut- 
977. 2 5 1 ful 9e, onthe 


chrough 1 Natural inge 
15 Evangelical Repentance 


16 The Spiritual Life, &c. Miniſter of the word 
17 The Woman of Canaan. 


18 The Saints Hiding-place, &c, Of God at Dedham in 
19 Chriſts Coming &c. E 
20 A Vindication 61 Goſpel Ordi- bes ſex. 


NANCES 


21 Grace and Love beyond Gifts Q Roger Lon n Nuanan 


the Me Reg his Diſeaſe and Cure: 
Diſcovering the Leproſie of Sin and 
Self-love; with the Cure, vix. Self- 
denial and Faith. 

Mr. Rogers his Treatiſe of Marri- 
age. 


Twelve Books of My. Jeremiah Bur- 
** hs lately publiſhed ; 
Golpel Reconciliation,Or Chriſts 
Trunper of Peace to the World, 
erein is Opened Gods exceedi 
willingneſs to be Reconciled to re The Wonders of the Loadſtones 
— ods ſending his Embaſſadors to | BY K K ard of Ipſwich. N 
that End. From. 2 Cor. 5. 19, 20,2 n Exßoſition on the: 
2 The Rare Jewel of Chriſtian P fe - 


Contentment. 3 of che . 


er, By Mr. John Nnr, 


. " —» 
a 2 2 ao. W +. * _ * 
1 rie 43 n . 3 —S—·ů · OS 
o od ” 8 - : 5 - 
2 . 8 


—— — — 


+ * 5 — 


27 4 


Books 2 by bi Nene Cole, 
| practice of Ph 6 = 
lift Se. FHatthnw. „ 


Mr. V. 4 ard. Ez | Chyurgery : That is to ſay, The Arts 


. The Diſcipline of the Church in of Healing by Medicine, and Manual 


| Operation. Being an Anatomical De- 
| " 2np og FO 9 ſcription of the whole body of Man, 


In Six Books. And 2 with a 


rant ws of 200. Caogs „ — eighty four Figures cut in 
ent. dtuaent in C 
nate formerly 22 3 Veſlingius Anatomy of the Body 


I ot Man. 
I The Idea of practical Plyfick. | f A Tranſlation of the New di- 
in twelve books, Viz. 


ſpenſatory, mide by the Colledg of 
1 The art to preſerve Health. 


Phyſitiaus of London. 
2 Of The preternatural diſorder of $- The nau eee enlarges. 
mans body, and their Signs. - 


6 A Directory for Midwives. 
- 3 OfMedicamencs: 


* 


| | 7 Galens Art of Phyſick. | 
4 Of the art of Healing. | 8 A New Method both of ſtudying. 


| and railing Phyfick. 
bo 5 Ofcthe genenl Cure of Diſeaſes. 9 A Treatiſe of the Rickets, 


10 Medicaments for the Poor, Or 
| 2 8 A Phyſick for the Common People. 


11 Health for the Rich and Poor, 
5 2 e Nute. by Dyer without Phyfick: s 


The onden Diſpenſatory in Folio 
of I Gee Lale ; 
The 3 Diſpenſatory in twelves, 
a (mal Pocket Book i in Latine. 


| Diſeaſes. 

11 Of 9 Heaſes. 

12. Of Childrens Diſciſes. 
Written By John 7 _ Doctor 
of Phyſick: 


r . 
i 11 ab 93 


* 


1 4 * 1 9 4 pA” 7 » 
n 


Here be ſundry Faults eſcaped in 
the printing (without any no- 
wtable change of the ſence) which 
oe Reader is intreated to correct. 
That | 0k of the Title, Free Grace 
nabend againſt Mr. Weld, late of New. 
nd, and Mr. Rutherford, &c. is 
none of the Authors, 


-—— wa —. 


J. V. 


